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On the Knowledge of Farm Manure of the Tujia People from the

Perspective of Cognitive Anthropology

—— A Case Study in Wufeng Autonomous County of Hubei Province

BAI Gui-xi', LI Ji-wen?
(1. Ethnology Museum , South-Central University for Nationalities sWuhan , Hubei 430074 ,China ;2. College of

Ethnology and Sociology s South-Central University for Nationalities s Wuhan s Hubei 430074 ,China)

Abstract: Cognitive anthropology,as a subject to study the formation and application of human knowl-

edge,mainly focuses on knowledge,especially the traditional knowledge. Taking a case study in Honglie

Village of Wufeng Autonomous County in Hubei Province as an example, this paper investigates the

knowledge of farm manure of the Tujia People from the perspective of cognitive anthropology in a de-

tailed way,holding that Tujia People have a special knowledge of farm manure in classification and cogni-

tive utilization, which is significant in comprehending and reflecting the modernity of traditional knowl-

edge. Of course,the rationality of the knowledge of modern fertilizer should also be taken into considera-

tion when we examine the modernity of Tujia People’s knowledge of farm manure. Only by combining

the traditional knowledge with the modern one can it better serve the society.

Key words: cognitive anthropology; Tujia People; knowledge of farm manure;traditional knowledge

48



