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An Ontological Cognitive Study of Collaborative L earning of College English

ZHOU Xian-wu, WANG Zhong-xiang

(Junior College, Zhejiang Wanli University, Ningbo 315100, China )

Abstract: Overseas Researches on collaborative learning have shifted from the shared knowledge awareness ( SKA ) to the
ontological awareness ( OA ), and from the superficial analysis to its internal mechanism. By comparison, the domestic
research is mainly confined to the SKA, neglecting the OA. By introspection and case study, this paper focuses on the
ontological cognition of collaboration in college English learning, and examines the importance of participant’s OA in
cooperation. The results indicate that: the SKA is not the decisive element in cooperative college English learning; the OA
interacted with SKA plays the dominant role; and the interaction of the OA and the SKA is enforced by inputting the OA into
cooperative groups.

Key words: ontological study; collaborative learning; college English; ontological awareness
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