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An Empirical Study on Pluralistic Assessment Model of Oral English

XU Yan

( Foreign Languages Institute, Zhejiang Radio & Television University, Hangzhou 310030, China )

Abstract: A comparative study of different oral assessments in two parallel college classes has been conducted to explore an
integrated progress assessment in spoken English. The assessment is undertaken by employing an interactive teaching
strategy of peer learning through peer assessment in one class while a conventional oral assessment is adopted in the
contrastive class. The study demonstrates that the assessment, without the limitation of students number or the restriction of
individual discrepancy in learning, can help bring into full play their creativity, initiative and collaboration in learning, thus
improving their communicative competence. Such assessment can be applied to teaching oral English, especially in a large
class.

Key words: Oral English; progress evaluation; formative assessment; pluralistic assessment; peer learning and peer
assessment
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