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A Research Report on the Private Entrepreneurs’ Way of Bringing up their Teenagers

LIU Jian-hong*?, XU Jing-Iu®

(1. Institute of Educational Economic & Management, Ningbo University, Ningbo 315211; 2. Faculty of Education, Beijing
Normal University, Beijing 100875, China; 3. College of Teachers Education, Ningbo University, Ningbo 315211, China)

Abstract: In order to understand the private entrepreneurs’ way of bringing up their children, the author, by using Egma
Minnen av Bardndosnauppforstran (EMBU), conducted a questionnaire survey of 558 students, of whom 352 participants’
fathers and 239 participants’ mothers are private entrepreneurs. The results indicate that: (1) the most frequently used rearing
patterns by the parents as private entrepreneurs include “emotional warmth and understanding” and “excessive interference”,
and yet, some differences exist between fathers and mothers, of whom fathers employ the pattern of “excessive interference
or punishment” more frequently than that of “emotional warmth, understanding”, in stark contrast with mothers; (2) gaps also
stand between parents with varied occupations, with those as private entrepreneurs adopting the way of “emotional warmth
and understanding” more frequently than those in other professional lines and adopting the pattern of “rejecting and denying”
less frequently than those as intellectuals; (3) as the teenagers enter the senior middle school, fathers will gradually avoid the
patterns of “emotional warmth and understanding” and “punishment and sternness”; (4) fathers with secondary education
might refer to the pattern of “punishment and sternness” more frequently while those only with a primary schooling or
illiteracy more frequently to the pattern of “over protection”, compared with fathers to be college-educated.

Key words: private entrepreneur; middle-school student; parental rearing pattern
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