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Development of Outdoor Recreation in the United States and Its References to China
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Abstract: By using the methods of literature review and comparative analysis, this paper summarized the
characteristics of outdoor recreation in the United States,analyzed the current situation and constraints of
outdoor recreation in China,and provided recommendations to the development of outdoor recreation in
China. The research indicated:in the United States,the development of outdoor recreation has been con-
siderably mature,and its characteristics could be summarized as below: both legislation and subsidization
were enforced, people participated widely, consumer groups polarized, industry developed vigorously,and
outdoor education is diverse. In China,the development of outdoor recreation is still at the early stage,and
its characteristics could be summarized as below: the concept of outdoor recreation is not clear, people
have different perception of it; participants are young and highly educated,they are fashion followers; the
recreation region is limited, the recreation time is “short, quick, sparse”; the administrative department is
but a empty shell,its execution power is weak;outdoor education is not conform to the standard, the spe-
cialty construction is at the very beginning. The outdoor recreation in China is constrained by government
—oriented sport administrative system, economic development level and income level, traditional sport
culture, leisure education,and mass sport development. The valuable references provided by the develop-
ment of outdoor recreation in the United States are increasing people’s participation intention by educa-
tion and publicity,drafting and refining laws and policies to ensure the industry develop healthily, training
people with potential to profession based on educational institutions,integrating regional resources for the
planning of outdoor recreation, motivating children and teenagers to participate based on elementary and
middle schools, strengthening administrative execution and facilitate the development of relevant organiza-
tions.
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