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Ideational Meaning of Image and Text-image Relations
CHEN Yu-min*, WANG Hong-yang®

(1. School of Foreign Languages, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou 510275, China;
2. Faculty of Foreign Languages, Ningbo University, Ningbo 315211, China)

Abstract: One of the remarkable features of most contemporary textbooks is multimodal discourse with illustrations in the
forms of photographs, diagrams, charts, maps, etc. This paper aims to apply the theoretical framework for analyzing the
ideational meanings of visual images to the analysis of Chinese science textbooks, with the purpose of examining the
ideational meaning construed by visual images and the text-image relations, as well as discussing the influence of register. It
is hoped that the present study will shed new light on Chinese multimodal discourse research.

Key words: multimodal discourse; ideational meaning of image; text-image relations; register
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