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Abstract: This paper explained the advantages and shortcomings of legal and contractual measures taken
to protect the broadcasting rights in sports events by using the method of comparison with British, Amer-
ican and Chinese laws. The copyright law plays a certain role while it can do nothing to prevent others
from broadcasting the event directly or taking advantage of the content of the broadcasting program with-
out permission. Based on the anti — unfair competition principles, the American law invented the “hot
news” concept, which can be employed to fight against “free — riding”. But the information can not be
protected in case it is in the public domain and the defendant makes sufficient effort to collect the infor-
mation. Restrictions can be placed on entrance into the venues to protect the broadcasting right. But these
restrictions are hard to be implemented when the competitions are being held in the open air. As a result,
the broadcasting right can only be protected well by taking all the measures together rather than only one
of them.
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