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® Sowmya Varadharajan, The Pitfalls of Proxies of Power in Intra-household Analysis ,
http://www.econ.yale.edu/seminars/NEUDCO03/varad.pdf.

@ Cheryl Doss, 2003, Conceptualizing and Measuring Bargaining Power within the Household, in Karine S. Moe,
Women, Family, and Work: Writings on the Economics of Gender, Blackwell Publishing
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© Agnes R. Quisumbing, Gender Research for Agnostics:Methods and Findings from IFPRI’s Gender and
Intrahousehold Research Program, http://www.ifpri.org/themes/gender/Presentation/Agnostics.ppt
® #5]H Karine S Moe, Women, Family, and Work, Blackwell Publishing Itd., 2003, pp.50.
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Cambridge University Press, 2000, pp.1441.

@ Women and gender inequality, state of world population 2002,
http://www.unfpa.org/swp/2002/english/ch4/page3.htm.

@ Jean K.M.Hung, 1995, The Family Status of Chinese Women in the 1990s, China Review, Issue 1995,
http://www.usc.cuhk.edu.hk/wk_wzdetails.asp?id=990.
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Intra-family Bargaining Power and Child Education Investment
Zhiyong Wang

Abstract Intrafamily bargaining power is an important issue relating to
intra-family roles and resource allocation within a family. As family size decreases,
nuclear family burgeoning, the difference between parents’ intra-family bargaining
powers plays a more and more important role in family decision. Using family
dynamic data collected in Shanghai, Zhejiang and Fujian provinces, this paper
analyzes how the difference between parents’ intra-family bargaining powers leads to
difference in child education. Differing from previous studies on this topic, we take
fully use of the important information on parents’ intra-family bargaining powers by
constructing a synthetic index of them. Our study shows that as the mother’s
intra-family bargaining power increases, her children’s education attainment will also
increase. This proves that mother usually pays more attention to children’s education.
Besides, our analysis also shows that children’s education is greatly affected by their
parents’ education. The higher level of parents’ education, the more they will pay
attention to their children’s education. No significant gender discrimination in parents’
decision on their children’s education is found in this paper.

Key words Intra-family bargaining Power, Invest on children’s education,
Resources allocation within a family
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