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Abstract: The researches focusing on key developmental genes in non-holometabola insects are relatively
insufficient, especially for the reports on the structure and sequences of Hox genes. In order to understand
the structure of Ubx gene (a member of Hox genes) in non-holometabola insects, we selected the large
milkweed bug, Oncopeltus fasciatus (Dallas, 1852) , as a representative, and used RACE and RT-PCR to
clone the whole ORF of Ubx gene. The results showed that the full-length ORF of Ubx gene of O. fasciatus
(Of-Ubx) is 888 bp, encoding 295 aa. Southern blot analysis verified that Of-Ubx exists as a single copy
and has introns within it. We found alternative splicing sites between YPWM and homeodomain motif,
which lead to 3 types of transcript variants. Compared with the Ubx gene from Drosophila melanogaster
(Meigen, 1830), Of-Ubx had similar splicing sites, conserved elements around splicing sites and isoform
combination, suggesting that their splicing mechanism should be similar. This is the first detailed report
about the multiple transcripts of Ubx genes within Insecta except for the genus Drosophila.
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(Exd) %56, 76 Uby B, XWEFZRAEKR
BN FF 3 ANSL /NN R, 435 ar 4 koo
B, microexon I( ml) F1 microexon II(mIl) , XfFpE#E
PEBIYI =4 T 6 Ff Ubx & I T2 ( O’ Connor et al.,
1988 ; Kornfeld ez al., 1989) , S fb2: R BIESL, 6
RG] 2 [ P B 7R SRR i A R [R] Y B 2 3Rk
K= ( Lopez and Hogness, 1991) , /A[&] ) Ubx i #Y
A E5E 2] B (Reed e al., 2010) , HH, Ta
(7 mI F1 mIl) F1 Ib(& B, ml F1 mIl) £ 32 FE |
K HRBERSNAMA R G FRIL, Ma(F mll) Fl b
(& B Al mll) B FEAE P AL RS B P IRE
oA E R G PRk, Va(& B) Al IVb B &
BEAEPRMAERGEHRIE, 6 FIERY Ubx FEH S
FFEFRIB A LR rp & 5 P AR R S R R AE B 7R
(Reed et al., 2010),

TERUE Ubx B p, Xf/NMEF B, ml I mll
R FEM E, BE oo HTHENE
(resplicing) 77 LB, MR LR S'Wwsb B F5
NMRF ml [N & F, AE A AR
SR S BYHRALA, RN ZIE —IFBYBR mI AT iE A
TFHES . mIl do 3045 HE 0L 454 Fn 4 ) 5Y 422 i
o RAXFhAESYHEEDLG], RIS BE1T R EE B Y 4
B BY (55 (o 45 [H] 9 55 4+ (Hatton et al., 1998) , H
BN, /NS B LA i 18 & () 5 S5 284 465 g Sl
YPWM Z[AIBE RS 7 R AR . LAk, SRUE Ubx
F A 3’ v IE 4w A5 X (untranslated region, UTR) 4,
AR MR EA, IFTEREE O T % 2] miRNA
&35 ( Thomsen et al., 2010)

Ubx BRI B BEME BT 82 R HR R =X, 7R
B9 7 BARSEEAE (Bomze and Lopez, 1994), {H
EHMERPERER, FELLE, EFRINF, K
BIIRAET TLLEEREAR R, fEdExLeE
AERESF, HETMIC Ubx 2R 52 8 H 4S5 A
A [) 2 S A R 4G

FLE K% Oncopeltus fasciatus (Dallas, 1852) 3k
BT E AW iR B KER, X&RWH
Wi, HrA (A T30 4 milkweed bug, %
Ykt FE S HEREREI, 2FWETEHEE
KHEY . AR BPRER R, A5 TR
ffE], K AT REEWFEHREIRED
Z A28 (Butt, 1949) , YEH UHAE BAETE 2K
BH AR, XTH Ubx B H B FF ik [ B2 HE (open
reading frame, ORF) 2K #177a ke, IF#EN B E
HIFS, T HEHFAINL, S5 Ubx FER 4

Ha S REBF SR A R o
1 #B57GE

1.1 48

FLEKEE 0. fasciatus BFEHR B I [H 8B K ¥
¥ %, H ¥ KI5~ 3 E Carolina Biological
Supply AHl, £ 25CIEFRFMT , FLE A =51
B AERILFT 7.5 ~8 d, HIFERZET 5 WK
KA. MEBZFET ST 9 ~ 11 7, WEEFA
BRI & T WA REKIE, MERARET
= T0CARIRIKFE H

A5 BT PCR 51 ¥ i Sigma 2 A & Blo
Smart™ Race ¢cDNA Amplification Kit 2 5| & I B
Clontech /7y &), %% % B, Taq [EF.DNase I ( RNase
free) FIHbRSERRIC SRR & B Roche AF], A
A3 & 4 Qiagen 23 Fj% o pGEM®-T kil B
Promega /A &), Trizol iR K IHATFEE Escherichia coli
DH5¢ BAZ 75400t B Invitrogen /2 F] o
1.2 ZLEKEE RNA #9432 ENF0 cDNA §—HE#Y
BH

K Ubx FEPR 7R B IE IR B B Frse 3R
ik, BURA SR IR G (249 50 ~ 100 mg), #%
Trizol {27 B AE L I 42 BUE RNA, il A & RNA 70
M-MuLV RT J %% 5% #47 cDNA B —85 16 %,
5%k Oligo(dT) 18 B¢ 7514, 4 DNase | &b
FHEBRFL 4 DNA,
1.3 ZFLEKiEE Ubx EFE 21K ORF 5ikF 4o #E
N:ERE

HRAEFLE KBRS Ubs 2 73 ( GenBank %
F5 AY627359. 1 Fl AY627360. 1) %3+ RACE 3|
Y, P38 Ubx (9 5'F1 3" A, L5 BB IR Smart™
Race ¢cDNA Amplification Kit 3B #EFT, 5 M P15
R 475, #1514 UbxUTRF 5 UbxUTRR 4
1 Ubx ORF 2K, FFEMFUESE, ALK FTHIGIY
A |, BIHHEEE Coneservice AFIAM,

{#iF UbxUTRF 5 UbxUTRR YEH—Z 5|4, LA
5 YPWM XIS Ubx-sF 715 [7] I3 5 2 25 449 458 X 35,
) Ubx-sR VE Rk E514, LA cDNA iR A7 1E#E
VBT HEAR Y, AR T 94°C AR M 1 ming
94°CAM: 30 s, 62°CiBk 30 s, 72°CZEAH 1 min, 30
AMEFR ; T2°CIEAR 10 min, =42 BRARWEBEAL f Uk
a4yt A&, A3 V) B A AL JE FERE I 7% Source
BioScience 2\ & 52 I o
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Table 1 Primer pairs used in this study

5|4 Primer J¥%1 Sequence (5’ -3") YEF Function
Ubx-F1 AGTCCACGCCCTCTGTCACACCGA ,
Ubx-F2 CGATCAAGGAGCTGAACGAGCAGGAGAA 3RACE
Ubx-R1 TGATTGGCAGGCTGTCGATGGAGTTGT ,
Ubx-R2 GCTTCGTGGTGGAGTAGTTGACGCTGGT >'RACE
UbxUTRF TTATTACGTCTCCGTCAGTAGTCTGT YK HIGX
UbxUTRR TACAAGATAAACGGAAGGTGGACGA Amplification of the whole encoding region
Ubx-sF ACTCCATCGACAGCCTGCCAATCAC R By B X SR 1
Ubx-sR CCTTCTTCAGCTTCATCCTCCTGTTCT Amplification of the alternative splicing regions
T7 TAATACGACTCACTATAGGG BAET
SP6 TATTTAGGTGACACTATAG Vector primers

1.4 FEKE Ux ERNEREALEN

TEZ PR 1 N U0 B B U0 5 BE K 40 DNA
Southern blot 2432 W] FI 46 il & 75 7 765 #R 4T R ¥
M B, YE& f# F§ DIG High Prime DNA Labeling
and Detection Starter Kit #ric Ubx ORF 4K /B fl
Ubx 5' Bt (44 YPWM LEiif X, HARM S LA
YR ), DAl B E AR 0 RS . [ EcoR 1
FENVIRE YL E KRG RE 4 DNA, KU E
DNA 47 B I 0 B e i vk, & VKB BARE R 15
pg, I _ERE DNA 37 8iniE, Bik/E, Kt
W5k R E FEIMT T ILFEFIE, 8 DNA 43Fi&
WA AT, B ARRFL N R B A 1 4 F
i, [AMEGEE 7% DNA F ifEE% B 2 e
JeURRE b, A PP HE A M i AR IO ERET J AU
B, %54 2 xSSC/0. 1% SDS K 1 x SSC/0.1%
SDS Yefi )5 , ffif§ NBT/BCIP ik fa, Bty
BREFRIIRAI A AT B IFARTE S REE B Y LA,
FBE AL TH I SR 40 F i, LUHI AR Ubx 7E
FLE R IR R 2H A8 TR & F15 DL
1.5 £YERFEMEINSH

{5 FH Primer 5. 0 3 {41%315] %), {# FH BioEdit
B A B 25 R IF W H — %P5, A
NCBI #J BLAST #11 ORF Finder 72 %347 Ubx 53[5
V5 0 FF B ) 32 HE 3 B A HI PROSITE. %545 B¢
(http: //www. ebi. ac. uk/Tools/ppsearch ) #£47 Ubx
FEHEF (motif) 4247, F] ) DNAStar Protean % {4
T Ubx 2 H — R L5 MTHEE X I,

2 #R

2.1 FERIETE Ubx EE 2K ORF HisiE
il RACE 5 RT-PCR 4p#r, KRG H Ubx 4

£ ORF fj cDNA K Bt ( GenBank % 3 5 H
HQ166177) . F§%|44# 1 075 bp, 5" UTR 158 bp,
3" UTR 29 bp, ORF >} 888 bp, 4ifi% 295 MR EM
£ BLAST #1A, i% cDNA J Bt 5 5ERi#GE B Ubx R~
SEH T3] (GenBank % 5%5-4y B8 AY627359. 1 f
AY627360. 1) A& E—3 1, (BFEFS] AY627359.
1 A B 8 ) 2 R AE B o7 0 A 0 2 A 7 T2 BB
o B TAEEEBEMERTHE, & RNA i &4 3 F
ANIA] Ubx WP RY e S84, I T fE R SRk B BRI,
AEBW NN NINE T FA

R ERE R BN & RS, IEdH
PROSITE ¥4 PEFEAT R P 204, KL T [R5 57 B 45
Hy5% ( HOMEOBOX_1) 5 YPWM( ANTENNAPEDIA)
BWATCECELT o
2.2 FLEKEE U EEHEENRASFRIE

R 4% Southern blot 455, &K Ubx ORF R4 7E
FLERIGIE A DNA 858, 433 EcoR 1 5 kb %
AL 4H7, HindIl 10 kb 5 6 kb 25747 Fl1 Neo 1 /Ssp 1
1.35 kb5 800 bp 57 ([ 1: A), Ubx 5'H4MEFL
BRI 0. fasciatus F:[R4H DNA 238, 53] EcoR
I >12 kb &4, HindIl 10 kb 454F, Pst I >12 kb
£ Neo T /Ssp T 800 bp £ (B 1: B) o

Ubx 5" BEHESA BRI KB (UG — R A8 5%
W, SCHF Uby ZERFE AL KB EE R A R B yE Il
H5HAME R PIERAME, 2K Uk ORF {4 7E
Hind I Neol/ SspIBEUIVKGE 5351118 BI W6 4 2438 47
A WY E 42 Ubx ORF HIfTERGUIA &, 1L
LER LR Ubx 5" () YPWM X3 FUFFFFEIN & F,
BRI RATEN S FH . & Ubx 5'XIR EcoRI >
12 kb £ 0 PstI>12 kb 4547, #E4 K Ubx ORF
S IRz i AT BRI XA SRR AR BE B A B R o
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A B
1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4
! Pst 1>>12kb
' < Hindll 10 kb A N
< Hindlll 6 kb EcoR 1>12 kb HindIl 10 kb

!

EcoR 1 5kb

Neco1/Ssp1 1.35kb >

Nco 1/Ssp 1 800 bp > Nco1/Ssp 1 800 bp —>» Mé"}

B 1 FLEKYE Ubx F[H Southern blot 455
Fig. 1 Southern blot of Ubx gene in Oncopeltus fasciatus
genomic DNA
A: {fifl£1K Ubx ORF #%14%2¢ Hybridization with Ubx whole ORF probe;
B: fliff] Ubx 5' K I#R4H 243 Hybridization with Ubx 5' region probe. 1:
EcoRI RffY] EcoRI digestion; 2: HindIIE§Y) HindIll digestion; 3: PstIfy]
Pst] digestion; 4; Ncol/Sspl fiFt]] Neol/ Sspl digestion.

2.3 FEKiE Ubx EER 3 Fh cDNA
LA ¢cDNA St 47 RT-PCR iz, §4% YPWM

SRR RIS RZ W R R BT R A X, B
PP B 250 ~ 350 bp, ZTERENF/R1RE] 3 F
REH cDNA FFFIE, 45484 A FLE Kk 0.
fasciatus  Of-Ubx-1 #! ( GenBank % 3 5.
HQ166175 ) . Of-Ubx-II #! ( GenBank % 3F 5.
HQ166176 ) #1 Of-Ubx-IV #! ( GenBank % 3% 5.
HQ166177) , FF3|ELxt & B, 1 & ¢cDNA ORF [t 11
%) ORF 5'¥i 2 45 bp, Ktk i Bew s H/Nh B+ 1
(0. fasciatus microexon I, Of-ml) ; II #J ORF %% IV
%) ORF 5" 48 bp, ¥t i B w44 R/Nh R+ 1T
(0. fasciatus microexon II, Of-mll) ,
2.4 FEKIE Ubx EEMIRFMETEE

j# 15 Southern blot 4347, WiE Ubx H:[R N h B
VLR, Hit, LA BRI 3 e AN N ET
FHF R DNA, 2 shRep B0 474 . FP3f5
B XTI 2,

PO 5 TR SR A ) R B BT SRR, TR
P B R A AL NS B F P 5 B B B iR
BLARR AL . {H LL B P & 8] /NAh B F F 5, AL
h B HBREF S — IR T 36% , & HER K
F15% ., YA RGFRMILERR2, XBRT
FEAL BRI B 2 B R4 X 2R B B 5 KT
FE—FFI,

A
Ubx-sF
ACTCCATCGACAGCCTGCCAATCACACATTTTACCCATGGATGGCCATTGCAGg!t 55
aagtiggaacatggcectageggaagaacactegeaagacgagggtaaggeggagttatacgacagagggaa 126
ggagctgeattggetgttgaGAGCGAACGGCCTCCGACGGCGCGGACGACAGACCTAC 184
ACGAGGTACCAGACGCTGGAGCTGGAGAAGGAGTTCCACACGAACCACTACCT 237
CACGAGGCGGCGGAGGGTAGAGATGGCCCACGCCCTCTGTCTCACCGAGCGGC 290
AGATCAAGATCTGGTTCCAGAACAGGAGGATGAAGCTGAAGAAGG 335
Ubx-sR
B

LHRQPANHTFYPWMAIAGKLEHGLAEEHSODEGKAELYDRGKELHWLLRAN 5!

GLRRRGRQTYTRYQTLELEKEFHTNHYLTRRRRVEMAHALCLTERQIKIWFQ 103

NRRMKLKK 111
B2 FLEKESEFEIEROMSEFR(A) AT (B)

Fig. 2 Partial nucleotide (A) and amino acid sequences (B) of Ubx ¢cDNA alternative splicing region in Oncopeltus fasciatus
A: BHRIFS) Nucleotide sequence. TRIZKHE/RATHGIWALE, RHA/NE FEAR/ME T ml, IFRILFHE/NE FEAER/ANFE T mil X
38} The underlined letters indicate the sites of primers, the italic lowercase letters indicate microexon I, and the underlined italic lowercase letters indicate
microexon I1; B: ZFEAL/F3) Amino acid sequence. FRIZLHE/R ml XK, FHEHE 7R mil X1, The underlined letters indicate the region of microexon

I, and the letters with frame indicate the region of microexon II.
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ml Fl mIl {9 5" AR FIIRFESNR T/ NETFH
GT-AG J5l, #—PHBSEFES' Sml, ES' 5
mll PIAL RN A, R BE HAL = A AR ST X 5
U AARL, B LE R 5 v BT H 07 1 (3R
2). XA T ml Ml mll ATRGSES ES'PHE, IFpiab

BN EFo 3 MRS AR R A 5 R A IR
I, S8 50 R FBEER (exon skip) F1 5" I e 5 14 BY
1% (alternative 5’ splicing) J5 = H 5 5Y 22 HL I B
(B 3) o By LB TR D, 7E Hox BR K
AL TF 58 Ubx FH A9 $%1E (Hatton et al., 1998)

E5' ml mll E3'
—— 1 B { ]

] 1 [ ]

Isoform Of-1

Isoform Of-I1

Isoform Of-IV

3 FLEREE Ubx B HEFEMEBTHALS]
Fig. 3 The mechanism of alternative splicing of Ubx gene in Oncopeltus fasciatus
ES’: 53487 Exon 5’5 ml: /NP BT I Microexon I; mll; /Noh B -F 1T Microexon I1; E3’; 3'3#4h i F Exon 3’; Isoform Of-1; 1 BIF[ B i Ubx
¥ 57 Transcript of Ubx gene in 0. fasciatus, type 1; Isoform Of-11; 11 BYF Fi K Wk Ubx %5 57 Transcript of Ubx gene in O. fasciatus, type 11; Isoform
Of-1V ; 1V BUF B KW Ubx % 57X Transcript of Ubx gene in O. fasciatus, type IV.

3 e

i1 Of-Ubx-1 B 11 BUFN IV &Y cDNA 23S 2
EBRFP5, Idi ] DNAStar Protean k{4 #t471/NI
F ml F1 mll 25 FF 5 B9 —RE5H SRR R @t
ZE M) I, 4R 3§ Garnier-Robson % #5 FlI Kyte-
Doolittle %%, mI 5 mll KIKE o-MB5E4EHW, IJEA
BRSOk . UBRIER AR Ubx B[R P/ Noh 2
FhHE, HEFOKEMEDYE, H-RE5WIFAY
W, MR B-Ir BB AL, MR, EEETE
Sy /N B RS TE AL EITRORSE, T
FKMEXTHEATREHE B & X,

XF LA EUESEHEATER B AT, T AR E TR SRR
MR E K g 2 6], Ubx FEF LW, T HEEE
PR B A R E AN, EFEERIXN/ N
BF, WRERSTHAE, B HERES B
B YPWM 2 JH] (4 BE B9k KA, HFFI M —

RAHNIIEALRSF . Z 38 YR D W8 F BT 0L
i, 487 7 YPWM 1 [F] 5 552U 25 04 S5k 1] BE 25 44 43
AT, AR R LA R AT RE L Tl £ &
=

IeAh, Ubs FEPREFFFEARF R 3" UTR B4, #H
3T AY627360. 1 R3], A~5CL 3@ 3’ RACE
FRECHY 3" UTR X35 K B 3 4 ( GenBank % 5% 5.
HQ179764) , HFHEEEA K ploy A 55, Xl
BR THRERKE S BEREBEL, HEK3' UTR
BAHE /DK miRNA B #EA &, FAARKE 3
UTR WRIXTESE, W LUE Ubx ZERIEZ A FR B Y
miRNA #£ 5% 57845 ( Thomsen et al., 2010) ,

it RMKEBRSHRFINAENESTERE
Michael Akam #3%, REBIF S IHELZRER
TR, B,
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