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Abstract; The promoter of psbA gene was frequently used in genetic engineering as the promoter expressed in the

chloroplast. Characterization of the codons usage of psbA genes is important to the perfect investigations of genetic

engineering in chloroplast. In this study, codon usages of psbA genes from 11 plant species were analyzed by several

softwares. The results showed that all the effective number of codons ( ENC) were less than 40 in 11 plant species,

suggesting that coden usage bias existed in the psbA genes. For example, The codons ending with C were frequently

used. Relative synonymous codon usage analyses showed that 20 codons were preferable in the codons of coding DNA

sequences ( CDS) of psbA gene, whereas 12 codons were seldom used. The cluster tree based on the relative

synonymous codon usage ( RSCU) could not reveal the evolutional relations among the 11 plant species, whereas that

based on CDS of psbA gene could reveal their evolutional relationship much better.
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RERE, HAEENE X, psbAd FEHEENH REG
11 SR ey DT B, S M 2R AR FE PR A rp — > 1 2
O I 5 3 Y, RO A AR b H A A R A AR
RS et s 3k ] TR v, psbA 3L R Y S 3h T
(TpsbA) , 2% 18N B 143 PR 8% 0 BE bR ic 3L K 9 5 3
TR, FERTARFR T, ZEEZIEEAE 31
S S DI RE S HTAFSE , R K LG T psbA FE K% 151 i
WFPE AR AR SCLL 11 R AR B SR psbA
HE PR I RIFSERT 4 A3 Wi i PR B0 Tk 2 B e 5 DA B 2%
T 1 P fe | AR X i g 4 i) i DR T R A o 4 A
wE%,

IR

AR
AHIE 5T i 2R Y psbA J A1 42 K 4 5 X7 371
(coding DNA sequence , CDS) ¥R i F GenBank , A~ [
IR psbA FEFFE NCBI(http: / www. ncbi. nlm. nih.
gov) BHRERE SRS LR 1,

x1 psoA BEEFFERS
The accession number of psbA genes

Yyl

species

1.1

Table 1
FHE RS

accession number

NC_001320 JKAF Oryza sativa Japonica Group
NC_002762 INZZ Triticum aestivum
NC_001666 FK Zea mays
NC_008602 B Sorghum bicolor
NC_007944 i Mo Gossypium hirsutum
DQ317523 K3 Lycine max cultivar PI 437654
NC_001879 HHEL Nicotiana tabacum
DQ231562 T4 Solanum tuberosum
DQ347959 & Lycopersicon esculentum cultivar LA3023
NC_007144 I\ Cucumis sativus
NC_002202 WSk Spinacia oleracea
L2 7k
1.2.1 FSUEATF A RIFESH T %S psbA FEHA

M4 CDS, A F5 R IR 2 i 1 ML % 1, i A G
SRR R B T A R S (1) AR
S50 T %0 ( effective number of codons, ENC) | iZ{H/&—
B AT )25 5~ felt TR 5[] S 8 -1 R4 i A
T2 M AL (e, A0 R FA L W % T ar e
ENC {8 EY 20 (A2 5 B 1 D311y
Wesm e ) B 61 (AWM PO AT ) | 25 HE
) ENC B ff e B 4313545 (http : // vm-bioinfo.
toulouse. inra. fr/emboss) , (2) 41 & K 45 Fhad 2L A9
3 V& TR R VA W RSt k1R Sers - G i - = Wil :
B I A e [ SO 5 1) A5 T S 5 AN AR ) T[] S
WAL B2 IR AL S = (0B L b iR oY
JE I FH DNAStar X FH ) Gene Quest FEH I REXT 453
PIEY CDS BEAT 00T, = i L EIF 345 CDS By
FHI B, (3) [R) L% RS - AH X i FH B ( relative
synonymous codon usage, RSCU) , j& 48 X} F 4t —FF 2
FA) 255 B 0 D R X 87 2 R T ) ] S8 %~ ] ) A R AR
T LR T AR A SO B e,
AT 5 i Ry e — B it BT A P g A% 5 A T i
FH PR A 22 18] A4 LU AR, G0 2R 05 A4 4l FH 5 A
UM, IZ ST I RSCU H5 T 1, 45— 2% 87 1Y
RSCU fHR T 1 i, AU 1% 5 1 il AR X 85 22 1Y
HT R Z IR

1.2.2 RSCU A& CDS #§ R £ #  FIJH SPSS 16.0
X 11 AR psbA HEPH (1 RSCU HEAT R AMHT, KA
S IXIDUEEF A FIH Clustal W vI. 83 4K
1XF psbA FEH () CDS J¥ 51 32E 47 B e AR <7 P 43 AT
TF DNSstar B MegAlign 3 1 F| H Jotun Hein J5 %
R G AR

2 HERGH

2.1 pshA EEMZBFRTFE

BT psbA Fe[H ) ENC {H 45 Fh Bl 5L A9 2 5 DL
SRS 3 MRS R R LR 2, AR
AR HT Y 11 FRAE Y psbA LR () ENC {H 3/ F
40, R EATHA B W 09 %050 1w 2 1k . 4 FPoR
ABMEY) (/N F K ERAUKET) B ENC {522 54
K, FE 37.262 ~ 38. 103 Z [1]; 1fif X 48 H) = [H] 1
ENC {525 55 B Sk, ok 34. 985 ~39. 244, ff—
HA3HT psbA FER A BRFE 4 A% & B, A & & e, HOk
HT,A+T EEIES6% ~59% Z 6], 1 G .C FEA*F
BAR, W TR R 2 8] i K22 0 EEAE 3
Bl b PIHCAE R 2 v 23 0 30 Y T 4% A 2 A E 25
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Table 2 Base composition of CDS and the third base of codon in psbA genes( contents and percent)

JBREFEA BY base composition of CDS( % )

SN AR AIHEIEFL A the third base of codons( % )

T A C G T

YRl species ENC
A C G
IKFE 0. sativa 38.103 372 35.0 232 21.8 217 20.4
INFE T aestivum 37.386 377 35.5 230 21.7 213 20.1
Tk Z. mays 38.063 375 35.3 232 21.8 215 20.2
TR S, bicolor 37.262 374 35.2 232 21.8 216 20.3
FEMAR G. hirswum  36.223 367 34.6 226 21.3 220 20.7
K& L max 36.692 382 36.0 230 21.7 202 19.0
NHFE N, tabacum 37.958 355 33.4 227 21.4 227 21.4
A S, quberosum  39.027 354 33.3 229 21.6 227 21.4
FMi L. esculentum  39.244 352 33,1 228 21.5 229 21.6
#IN C. sativus 34.985 367 34.6 226 21.3 220 20.7
W S. oleracea 37.709 372 35.0 228 21.5 210 19.8

241 22.7 8 24.0 116 32.8 59 16.7 94 26.6
242 22.8 8 24.3 117 33. 56 15.8 95 26.8
240 22.6 84 23.7 116 32. 60 16.9 94 26.6
240 22.6 8 24.0 116 32. 59 16.7 94 26.6
249 23.4 85 24.0 117 33. 57 16.1 95 26.8
248 23.0 85 24.0 117 33. 57 16.1 95 26.8
253 23.8 82 23.2 117 33. 60 16.9 95 26.8
252 23.7 83 23.4 117 33. 59 16.7 95 26.8
253 23.8 82 23.2 117 33. 60 16.9 95 26.8
249 23.4 83 23.4 118 33. 59 16.7 94 26.6
252 23.7 84 23.7 117 33. 58 16.4 95 26.8

— W m e = e = 00 00—

TE : ENC . A1 R3S T4 CDS : i DNA P31, ZERSSEAA b, BT TRTECE A i S A 5t ) 1T B 1 B0 FE e ]

Note: ENC: effective number of codons; CDS: coding DNA sequence. In the datas of base composition, prior data is contents of a certain base and

posterior data is ratio of this base.

2.2 psbA BEEZBFRERSFES

RSCU {EAF i 12t 5 05 7 (i - 14 P s T 2% 40 35
5 42 32 0 i W AN 1Y psbA J: ]
RS TR RSCU {H (32 3) AT LA H, psbA FEH
(1) 2 R 15 AR R A i 2k, DA Uk 051 2 s o i
1A 12 4 4~ (CCA,CCC,CCG il CCT) , Horp
CCA 7E 11 AMEH ) RSCU (E4 378 3 L b, T CCG
M 4=ERA 0, FBHTE psbA FEPH | i i 2202 1) % 5 1
FHEE CCA, MIEARH CCG, LEHMHIX 11 4
psbA FEP | K SRALA 20 A5 057 S 1 _E A D
PR (TESR 3 DL = KRR ), Horb e B PR 505 1 A
GAT .GAA .CTC .CCA AGA . AGG AGC Fll ACC,,
2.3 pshA BEEZBEFRIFER CDS HERESH

XS PR 285 B - FH A SR R A7 SR S 4 A 1) o
o R — SR E N — X 4 K SRS T RSCU fH
YRR A2 5, R AR 3R 3 & % 6% 1Y AR Xl
(RSCU) , FIH SPSS17. 0 A7 RIE53Hr, B4 R L
Bl1, I ATUE . RARE 4 FhAE Y % 651w
T AT | G PP s S 0 T oK A AR AR, i K A AT/
FE R s BT I 4 22 () 1 4 05— - 2 22 5 b e
Ko BIME 1 il n] LUA 3 F RSCU BRI
ANHES WA Z A R G G &R, LEINAR AR 4 Fp
YT RE B SR W — 2 IR RN Tt K 2 A 5
B BERNESER BL T — RS Ity b A R 8 TR ) B g 2R

T —2K, X—RELRGET psbAd FH K CDS 14
A R G AL ([ 2, 7E DNSstar #Y MegAlign A& Bt
o1, Jotun Hein 75 i5A0 82 Y R G AL ) AN — 3, 2
F CDS B R G AU T HE X 11 AP ) 5 R 50
328 I HIRBOEGOC R BMEHY 3 R RAE T —
e, 2B psbA FEH CDS W25 KN SYIFIELE LR
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Fig.1 Cluster tree based on the RSCU

values of psbA genes
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1. Triticum aestivum; 2; Zea mays; 3: Sorghum bicolor; 4. Oryza
sativa; 5. Spinacia oleracea; 6. Solanum tuberosum; 7:
Lycopersicon esculentum; 8: Nicotiana tabacum; 9: Gossypium

hirsutum; 10 Lycine max; 11 Cucumis sativus
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Table 3  The relative synonymous codon usage of psbA genes

AIER  mHT KW N ESS 5 5 it KRE S e G HK W
amino acid  codon 0. sativa  T. aestivum Z. mays ~ S. bicolor G. hirsutum L. max N. tabacum S. tuberosum L. esculentum C. sativus S. oleracea

GCA 0.44 0.44 0.40 0.40 0.00 0.33 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

GCC 0.89 0.89 0.80 0.80 1.45 1.33 2.00 1.67 1.67 1.33 0.89

Ala GCG 1.33 1.33 1.60 1.6 1.09 0.67 0.67 0.67 0.67 0.44 1.33

GCT*" 1.33 1.33 1.20 1.20 1.45 1.67 1.33 1.67 1.67 2.22 1.78

TGC™ 1.71 1.71 1.75 1.75 1.50 1.71 1.56 1.56 1.56 1.75 1.50

Cys TGT 0.29 0.29 0.25 0.25 0.50 0.29 0.44 0.44 0.44 0.25 0.50

GAC 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Asp GAT” 2.00 2.00 2.00 2.00 2.00 2.00 2.00 2.00 2.00 2.00 2.00

) GAA™ 2.00 2.00 2.00 2.00 2.00 2.00 2.00 2.00 2.00 2.00 2.00

Clu GAG 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

TTC* 2.00 1.85 1.83 1.83 2.00 2.00 2.00 2.00 2.00 2.00 2.00

Phe TTT 0.00 0.15 0.17 0.17 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

GGA 0.73 1.00 1.33 1.33 0.86 0.92 1.45 1.45 1.45 1.33 2.00

) GGC 1.45 1.50 0.44 0.44 0.57 0.92 1.09 1.09 1.09 0.33 0.80

Gly GGG 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.29 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

GGT* 1.82 1.50 2.22 2.22 2.29 2.15 1.45 1.45 1.45 2.33 1.20

. CAC 0.15 0.15 0.15 0.15 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.15 0.00

His CAT* 0.85 1.85 1.85 1.85 2.00 2.00 2.00 2.00 2.00 1.85 2.00

ATA 0.82 0.86 0.84 0.87 0.82 0.83 0.83 0.88 0.88 0.75 0.84

lle ATC 0.82 0.75 0.72 0.75 0.82 0.72 0.67 0.71 0.71 0.75 0.72

ATT™ 1.36 1.38 1.44 1.38 1.36 1.45 1.50 1.41 1.41 1.50 1.44

AAA 1.00 1.00 0.80 0.77 1.08 1.33 1.08 1.08 1.08 0.91 1.20

Lys AAG 1.00 1.00 1.20 1.23 0.92 0.67 0.92 0.92 0.92 1.09 0.80

CTA 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

CTC* 3.20 3.20 3.38 3.38 2.18 2.77 2.50 2.50 2.18 2.31 2.50

CTG 0.40 0.40 0.75 0.75 0.55 0.92 0.50 1.00 1.09 0.46 0.50

Leu CTT 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.46 0.00

TTA 0.40 0.40 0.38 0.38 0.55 0.46 0.50 0.50 0.55 0.46 0.50

TTG * 2.00 2.00 1.50 1.50 2.73 1.85 2.50 2.00 2.18 2.31 2.50

AAC 0.74 0.81 0.74 0.71 0.69 0.52 0.69 0.72 0.75 0.71 0.67

Asn AAT™ 1.26 1.19 1.26 1.29 1.31 1.48 1.31 1.28 1.25 1.29 1.33

CCA™ 3.33 3.64 3.08 3.33 3.64 3.33 3.33 3.08 3.08 3.64 3.33

ccc 0.33 0.00 0.61 0.33 0.00 0.33 0.33 0.62 0.62 0.00 0.33

Pro CCG 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

CCT 0.33 0.36 0.31 0.33 0.36 0.33 0.33 0.31 0.31 0.36 0.33

N CAA™ 1.40 1.56 1.50 1.56 0.25 2.00 1.71 1.71 1.71 1.75 2.00

Cln CAG 0.60 0.44 0.50 0.44 0.75 0.00 0.29 0.29 0.29 0.25 0.00

AGA™ 3.11 3.11 2.77 3.00 3.12 2.54 2.61 2.61 2.61 3.39 2.61

AGG™ 2.44 2.44 2.77 2.54 2.16 2.77 2.61 2.61 2.61 2.61 2.35

CGA 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.26 0.26 0.26 0.00 0.52

Arg CGC 0.44 0.44 0.46 0.46 0.24 0.69 0.26 0.26 0.26 0.00 0.52

CGG 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.48 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

CGT 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.26 0.26 0.26 0.00 0.00

AGC™ 3.07 3.07 3.43 3.35 3.71 3.37 3.35 3.35 3.35 3.55 3.26

AGT™ 1.53 1.73 1.57 1.53 1.00 1.17 1.40 1.40 1.40 1.09 1.57

) TCA 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Ser TCC 0.98 0.93 0.71 0.84 0.86 0.88 0.70 0.70 0.70 0.82 0.78

TCG 0.14 0.13 0.14 0.14 0.14 0.29 0.28 0.28 0.28 0.27 0.13

TCT 0.28 0.13 0.14 0.14 0.29 0.29 0.28 0.28 0.28 0.27 0.26

ACA 0.10 0.10 0.10 0.10 0.21 0.11 0.22 0.22 0.22 0.21 0.20

- ACC™ 3.36 2.40 2.46 2.46 2.36 2.44 2.27 2.33 2.33 2.46 2.40

Thr ACG 0.82 0.80 0.72 0.72 0.82 0.89 0.86 0.89 0.89 0.92 0.80

ACT 0.72 0.70 0.72 0.72 0.62 0.56 0.65 0.56 0.56 0.41 0.60

GTA 0.96 0.87 1.00 0.83 1.04 1.00 0.97 0.97 0.97 1.04 0.91

GTC 0.16 0.17 0.17 0.17 0.17 0.25 0.41 0.41 0.41 0.30 0.18

Val GTG 0.96 1.04 1.17 1.17 0.70 0.75 0.83 0.69 0.69 0.89 1.09

GTT* 1.92 1.91 1.67 1.83 2.09 2.00 1.79 1.93 1.93 1.78 1.82

- TAC™ 1.69 1.83 1.57 1.69 1.71 1.73 1.71 1.71 1.71 1.83 1.60

Ty TAT 0.31 0.17 0.43 0.31 0.29 0.27 _ 0.29 0.29 0.29 0.17 0.40

.« FR RSCU KT 1 MRS+,

Noet: * means the RSCU value is more than 1.
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Fig.2 A dendrogram of CDS sequences of psbA genes

o BT psbA FEH CDS (1) A5t <7 v A
ClustalW v1. 83 ZK/FXF 11 B Y psbA JEF ) CDS
BT TR AIBRHED (B 3) , KB T 2 AN 20 ML L B
T FIERSE X (B 3 BT HEN T 1), o7 53 3l 7 218

~237bp ALFT 1037 ~1062bp &b, FIFHIX 2 AN & (1 F
G5 14, A8 BRAE S (AR 3 IR 40 A DU 5 A 0 v o
Bt psbA HE DX 38T o i 2 R 3k DR T R F 9 B4 ik
E[':HO

e e e e

B3 11 R psbA R it X 741 AR C (B 43R )
Fig.3  Alignment of CDS sequences of pshbA genes from 11 plant species ( partial)
AR A ClustalW v1. 83, SRR MU I RHE | (1 A BRHE f 7R 7EI5 IE P By e F T —A7 o

Sequences were aligned using Clustal W v1. 83 without any manual adjustment. The consensus sequence is shown below.

3 e

AL A 35 R A () 28 - 1) 04803 B J AN (] (]
— PR LR AN [ S T LA 22 57 . ST T
PERAER 2R FVER TR Y, 2 58 R 58 A Rk 5 1
GEIRLUS ) S5 I A S5 AL RN 3 e K ik R A A 4
DIRBc R 2, 2t A R op 2 R R R 5

M psbA FEH [¥) ENC {EF1 CDS 1) 8 3L 4 ik - F
(F2),11 MY ENC {EAB/NT 40, 2 B X L6 4 )
TERRS T 1 #0AE BH S e G 5 e e A I, A
CE&HIFANE(21.3% ~21.8%) JHE T KA C &

HHIEIA33% (32.8% ~33.3% ) , 75 psbA FEDH B 4
X2 LA C 453 % T, RSCU B 2 M & %55
TPk B B Z R b1, % 3 P RSCU {2 /n 375 20
AR TS S R B B e e, A 8
A RIS BRI I B P | 73X 8 AN 4 PR 2% 5 -
A 3D C g5 XS AT R I psbA LRI AE 2 15
TG L HA LD C 45 Bt

TEX 11 PP psbA FER T 5 DS 1Y
RSCU fH 4 # & 78 4 0 ( GAC, GAG, CTA, CCG Al
TCA) , B HMEA 7 4B+ RAe LR A /> &=
FH(RSCU {HEZH iR 0, DEHEYIFE 0.5 LI .
GCA .TTT GGG ,CTT ,GGA .CGG FI1 GGT) ; B R iX &
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PR T P Qi S A R 17 A SR AR L PR TR A 5 TP
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HARIX 11 FAEYIE psbA FE HER AT — 5E 45 1
TR AP (022 5N, FR B S R S5 PR 7 2 1
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Gy AN AR Y TR e A R AR AR R
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AT BT A T BB A — o 25 5, ISP L AE T A
WEFE Pt B FEARRE I 1 R 2 12 A
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AL ) R IR X 4, T ] 2 ) e e sz e T
R Z A HEAL DG 2R | 1B 32 R e 91 b 2% i e
[ BT VA V74 2 o VK DR s R 5 § 7382 16 S BT )5
PRSI L R KD sk 23— e il & 5
AT, B 1 RS A v RE S 2R 5 R
G725 A W] RS SR AR SE PR A AL Rt G, Bk
AR IR AL AR R RS, R SR JE R ZE A )
(A A e A v 3 3 5 A 8 LA 2 R) ) 0 5 50
ST, A% 3 PR A 114 5% W) T % B0+ — 2 10 e A 5
P AFE Ao B R ) %85 i 1 R 2473 SR X L S e 114
IEFAISEL R R s MARA A 1T B2 HAh R R 5 T 2%
T i1 S B TR, IR SCALE T T RSCU
(EVEAT RS ML BRI B T A S8, i 24
S SR T RE S b Lk

FEN SRRFEFL DI 55 v, A0 U5 3 PR 2 3 5 [R] 5P
B T R S BE A A PRI, AR A AR R
PR AR 53 T 9 R 30 A I S AR e B DR AR T4 . AR SR 7
X114 psbA FEFBEATEREC IS 2B, B 2 RSF X
AR 20 N 5E DL L (R 3 BT HE N F A )
FIFHIX 2 ME )P 111514, A A SRR L
LRI T O AE Y Th ERE L psbA BED , 5T Ay M- S AR Ak
PR T AR A 5 B B
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