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The Vicissitude of Marriage Payments and the Equilibrium of Power in Affinal Relationships:

a case study in Q County of Liaoning Province

Ji Guo-Xiu

This article is a case study based on the fieldwork in Q county of Liaoning Province, and it probes into
the changing practice of marital payments since 1940s. The case reveals that escalating payments means
the rise of individuality as well as conjugality. Moreover, as a kind of traditional cultural and social
resources, marital payments tend to be utilized to pursue the equilibrium of power in affinal relationships
by bride’s family. What is more important is that bride’s family makes use of marital payments to
reconstruct affinal order, which enforces the relationships between bride’s family and new couple, with

the result that affinity plays an important role in local folk society.
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