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The Dynamics of Tradition : Survival of Child Marriagés Modernization
YUE Yong- vyi
(School of Chinese Language and Literature, BNU , Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract :Child Marriage (wawagin) still existsinone way or another in some rural areasof China, even though the time
has entered an age of WTO and 21st century. However , thisis not merely a phenomenon related to the conservativeness and
ignorance of the peasants. Infact, animmediate relationship could be observed , according to our investigation data, between
its existence and the local custom, economic state and the psychology of the villagers. For example, inLi Qu, Hebe Prov-
ince, child marriage engagement has taken aform of Huan Xiao Tie (exchange of each childs birth date card for the match)
in the modern countryside, the phenomenon of which reveal s that such tradition (folk custom) has a capability of self - adap-
tation in alternative social environments. The characteristics of currentness, guaduality and organicality of the tradition is
what we call the Dynamics of Tradition.

Key words:tradition; dynamics; child marriage (wawagin) ; huan xiao tie; survival criss



