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The Sharing and Competition in the Myth Resource

—The Study on the Myth of Tianmen in the Pre—Qin, Qin and Han Dynasties

Qiu Shuo

East China Normal University

ABSTRACT: ‘Tianmen’ 1is the great gate of the paradise. It’ s the gate of the gods’ residence

and also the symbolical gate of the ideal world. Tianmen myth is a narration of which core is



the Tianmen and about the gods, the heaven and the communication of the gods and people. Tianmen
myth accepted much new concepts and theories. Meanwhile, this myth resource expanded from
governing class to literati then to the folk. This process embodied the competition in the rights
of belief between the emperor, literati and folk. It could also embody the historic process that
the thearchy of emperor was on the wane and the folk religion gained in strength in the Pre—Qin,
Qin and Han Dynasties.

KEY WORDS: Tianmen, Myth, Rights of Belief, Competition in Resource
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