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Evolution and Cultural Stockpile

of Wanguan Temple Set up in Southern Dynasties

Abstract: The Wanguan Si situated in Nanjing City was one of the famous temples set up in

Southern Dynasties. Reviewing the showplace’s history of several hundreds years from Eastern Jin
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to Ming, relating to the erections and collections, the interesting records about monks and common
people, the associated legends and intonations, this article will put forward as follows: Some great
cities had been experienced the sudden changes of rise and fall because they were badly damaged
or degraded in administrative establishments for certain ‘political’ reasons in China in Middle Ages.
As one of the symbols of the city, the temple could not avoid causing the destination of being
‘glorious when the city glorious, humiliating when the city humiliating’. During the iterative
course, however, it had showed the great renascent vigor owing to its rich culture implications that
frequently attracted the visitors’ yearning sensibilities, and its thick religion believes with which
the monk could easily financing enough to renew its buildings. The temple had got magnified with
the help of those fantastic myths since the religion had got magnified with the help of the
so-named gods and spirits. And we could not tell the fictive parts from the real parts of those

stories.



