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@ Zheng B. Pleistocene glaciation of the Qinghai-Xizang (Tibet) plateau- no unifide ice sheet covered the plateau.
® Kuhle M. The reconstruction of the Pleistocene ice sheet of 2. 4 million km?on the Tibetian plateau. — — its main indicators
and proofs drawn out frem |9 years fieldresearch in high Asia.

® Osmaston H. “A thick and extensive ice-sheet covered most of the Tibetan plateau in the last glaciation”: True or false?
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Fig.1 Comparison between ice-marginal slop (by M. Kuhle) (A) and Quaternary
section of the north slop of the West Kunlun Montain (by Zheng Benxing) (B)
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1. Existing glacier; 2. glacier of pleniglacial of the kataglacial;

3. schrund of the kataglacial; 4. river bed longitudinal profile
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THE STATUS QUO OF THE DISPUTE OF WHETHER THERE WAS A _
GREAT GLACIAL SHEET ON THE QINGHAI-TIBET PLATEAU

Zheng Benxing, Jiao Kegin and Zheng Wenlan

(Lanzhou Institute of Glaciology and Permafrostology, Academia Sinicas Lanzhou, Gansu)

Abstract

The dispute of whether there was a great glacial sheet on the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau started
at the beginning of the 1920s and has lasted for more than 80 years. The subjects of dispute in-
clude the question whether there was a great glacial sheet covering the whole plateau and small
glacial sheets localy as well their formation ages and inﬂuen_cé on the global climatic change. The
dispute involved three stages:from the beginning of the 20th century to the 1940s, the dispute
was mainly between a few explorers from western countries, but.for lack of evidences, it was dif-
ficult to carry out the discussion; from the 1950s to 1970s » the hypothesis of the absence of the
great glacial sheets proposed mainly by the Chinese scholars; the period from the 1980s up to
now has witnessed a culmination of dispute when there have been numerous Chines and foreign
scholars who take part in the dispute and published a few hundred papers on this subject. It is
predicted that in the near future the dispute will calm down. There will appear a new research on
the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau upsurge and the research will enter a new era when a serier of new
theories on the hiétory of geological evolution of Tibet and Asia and is influences on the natural

environment and ecological system of East Asia.
Key words:great glacial sheet, local glacial sheets, Quaternary, Qinghai-Tibet Plateau
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