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Fig.1 Showing the cursorial model of the origin of birds' flight (after Philip J. Currie, 1991)
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Abstract

In this paper, two traditional hypotheses for the origin of birds' flight, namely the “arboreal” hypothesis

and the “cursorial” hypothesis are intruduced. According to the findings of feathered dinosaurs and primitive

avialian birds in western Liaoning, it is more likely that the ancestors of birds used a combination of taking off

from the ground and taking advantage of accessible heights (such as hills, cliffs, large boulders , or fallen

trees). It seems not necessary that the ancestors of birds must climb trees to assist flight.

Key words: origin of birds' flight; “arboreal” hypothesis; “cursorial” hypothesis



	2009-06-29 (1) 0001
	2009-06-29 (1) 0002
	2009-06-29 (1) 0003
	2009-06-29 (1) 0004



