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A static memory leak detection method for binary programs

GONG Yu-chang, HU Yan, ZHANG Ye, ZHAO Zhen-Xi
(Dept. of Computer Science and Technology » University of Science and Technology of China ., Hefei 230027, China)

Abstract: In order to conduct memory leak analysis upon executable programs, a binary-level memory leak
analysis framework MILAB is designed and implemented. First, MILAB recovers control flow and data flow
information from binary programs. Then a control flow automata is constructed based on the recovered
control flow graph. After that, a model checking based algorithm is applied upon the automata to
perform memory leak analysis. Several sample programs are further analyzed to show in detail how the
method works. Experimental results on the benchmark suite MiBench shows the effectiveness of the
method.
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DA TORSE $2 T R AR P i i 200 U5 B
FIWTFR P R S AETE N AE M 1) B A 7 i, — by
FHRRRS o3 M 75 2 2l 2R 2R B iRy i N7
FAERY AT M0, Lint TR T2 B TR AL 30 iy
WAEAT o TR,

E AT, A T T A 00 5 0k #1022 2 b AR RS T
RPN S H 15 B H R TE St & B B B2
FP A 5 IR P th i a5 A IR K 22 5. 78
WA XA PR U T B RS OL T L g i 4 A B 4F
SR B AN ANE BT B2 — AN R L 55 4h,
X IO RS (58 = 5 Al E R P10 1
B A2 X — 3 A AT, XS B ARHLAR A0S
() BB PR 53 M i S B S M (A X

G3HT R LA X U R R Y 43 A R
b RS 95 7 N i i s ol o 7 S AR WEE 1 Bk
{5 8. HAET B0 SR 0 o7 ik 2RO ST
TSRS ) — SRR AR A R A T 00
S3HT L X R bR i AR A8 AT D S 43
ST AT ER Z R S 5 .

HH T A O 23 BT 2005 T A8 v i s A
BB AR B AT A SCE X R 5 A
IR )R, BT IR S BT X i AT AT SO
A7t Y G I FE AT 43 BT B HE 48 77 & (memory leak
analysis for binaries, MLAB). MLAB ¥ — #F il {1t
bR 52 SRy 55 RIS T O 1Y i 13 (8] R s JE 2, [ B
SRR TP R IR i VB A5 ., O 3 T s A
AU A Y AT AT 2B, MLAB AN 77 245
BIAEAR DG TR T 94 5 15 8 B0 AT DA SE joxs — i
ARy B 2, B R . SCrh iR 4
T MLAB B TAE AR A JFFH HA R
Benchmark F& /71U 1T 5 2 0 AT #RAEVE 5 50 .

1 MLAB $trHEZE

1.1 MLAB K T{ERTE

MLAB BYEEA TAERARWE 1 Frs.

BT AR R LA F PR

CT) IR T B YR BN AE, XA
o T R TR v PSR AL M 2 P AE 5 T
149 R 1 Rtk %) S A7 ) A

CID) X 3 AR P 19 P8 A AR A 7 ik A 1 2ot
TR OB AL E S 18 2 e oIl g dE 24 2

CID I o . 36 AR 02 A 8 FH 1A
(call graph) Fl 2 J7 () ¥ #ll 3 &l (control flow
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Fig. 1 MLAB workflow

graph, CFG) PR i 12, 4d X — it 72, % 5 H o5
BLES AR C I g 2 T8 et o 5 BARHLER TC G
Hi R IE R

CIV) B b, XA B Bt A 780000 s B
PRI AL HEAR 1 AR Y A A B

(V) WA 73BT A% OB, XA B B B 17
PIAE G 3BT 3 2ok 2 A0 55 K 0 o 42 il O ] e o7
FE I A shpL, I 2 FEG0R A il KRR P
FIEHE TR B, 4B R e v G P A3t s ) AL,

1.2 ZHHBEFHBRENESESHEE

FEFP M S — A A R i g — AR 21 Y
AE XM AR BN N AF I FR P A T At L 2 L e ds
Ak R OIC ).

B G B — AT W R . AR T vp 5 — 2598
AT RN main BB A O LR IRAS A 7R, ff G
I RRAGVE RSN T g AR e b AR e B A L AU
) 22 0 AE T AT oot AR 4R R 1 J2 Y A 2 L T A J2
O BB

MLAB H R M main 55— 4536 2 R
AR 07 2K, ORE A T 1E B K 55 R 0 42 o 7 4%
P AR AT B JE AB R B main PREAYA 11 HLHE,
1.3 RBEMEHRMEERRE

P AT B DL N A S BRI T . e
TR P B VR PR S50 , VR R e i AR A 1] s
F 37 PR B4 2 St ) 5 Bt o o 41 R R P R O i
TR b A v (B FE AR B S A B 2
[i] P48 1 TG 2R L T BRI ) 4 o 7 5.

TR 1) PR ESCIE FH IR S ot R (R 20 SR AN T

CT) ZrHT main PRECAIA T, ZEFR E)] main PREL
I B, FFUA T2 main BRI pR IR (0 90 L, 48
# RET &A1 R f i 3 7
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(1) M\ main BREOT IR, 843 o8 B0 1115 7 43
BT AR 1 r R 518 JHLAth RS .

PRGSO B TR FR 58 SR gk
W AR 4% O (application binary interface, ABI) 5
LS. ABT HE T ot A i 0 — 2 il AR e s A2
() RRESCIE FH RS, 20 B T HAK S ABL $2 115 2.
U Hh AR e v %) R 800 A R [ 3], B
7 5 5 PRSI B — AR R G — 2/ 36 2

TER 3 Ry B eR B T 45 49 22 5 AT T
UK =R705 TR ey G el NE i

Bk 1.1 EHRIRE A

01 CurBB<null

02  while(Inst=GetNextInstO) { / /I 5L 4k 2 4347

03 if(Curb==nulD)

04 CurBB=new std: : list<lInstr * >0

05 switch(Inst—=kind () {

06 case STMT goto:

07 Fi164 Inst AT {9 AR CurBB H
08 ¥ B LA B CurBB A S pClg H
09 237 CurBB ) Inst. target i 4

10 CurBB<—null

11 break;

12 case STMT RET:

13 4 Inst #HNE] CurBB

14 W4 O 2 EF Y CurBB A pClg
15 CurBB<—null

16 break;

17 default;

18 H Inst #NF] CurBB

19 break;

20 )

21 }//while

SRE Y CurBB J2& YA B SEA e, AR A
[F) A g 4e 2 A T AN R AL FE, 7E i 2] STMT _goto
i}, # goto F8A2- U INE] CurBB H )5, 5E 5 CurBB 1Y
HaAEE , P AT BT B SR AR Bk i, STMT _RET, #%
return F§2 U2 CurBB, 58 MU A~ bR B 15 il i
R . X T 4R 4, SN ] CurBB Hh.

Xof R P 2 — 20 T P 3 Ao AR 7 5 T4
P R B R A B 25 2R

2 EESHS PLL

2.1 XEREDE
75 S () TR S BT Rk TR 1 P A s

B S B, AL I3 A R T X0 4 A e v A A
AT BR DX B] A 43 B 7 DA 1 AR e R A R 1
Pl v, A8 S LA A g B U . 77
i AN [R) T BR D[] FH 147 T3OA [R) 248 4t (B AU PR
O Ao P e T I G 2 e v A A e B T R A R
A7, Sl ER o BT, ST TR BRAR L, 43 B 4
HAIE A E.

TERBIWRE S # h ,  Je h BA FFAF a IX Al AR
TRl e 2R ALE B

5 e ) BRI A A7 7E 4 It 1 v g £ A
SHEATHERT. X AL AT HE W B A e HAE—
- T R DX [ P £ e A .

B G A b ) R B AR B 5 R b ik 1) A
RUX 53 TF IR AL 5B v il S A R (R A% Co XE AL, 51
XFF L 9% 48 2 mov eax, 71167, AAITJG ¥ A Wr
71167 JERERUE , ib M,

TE AT A R B M R v, AF A7 v A B8
FEAVPL BRI 2B B ) B HE . S AR S B s )
PRIE .

(1) TEfRRS B B, 48 82 0¢ T8 & iy w] 2R AL

CID G 2RI 77 1 K B AT IR B
el B Y AN [T 2. IS 10 3 W e 2 T 1) 28 24 ]
(A% 2R ZR TR 2 BT m.

| ai I | ad |
1 1
| —ai I | —ad | I float |
B2 KAEGE

Fig. 2 Type lattice

S B AE R 0] 1) 1 6 T L T 2 1 b B %
FREF PSP eR B 1, A 25K 5 S e
DL RGR [RHEZE AR, R P b (i FH 0 SR R pR 2R, g 2 AR
P R AR e R LAY [ 3 5 T KR it AR
H P A 2 R HE T R,

TEFRRS B B, B T BE 2 Addr of Inst [EHE AR
TEN ai, BTBER Addr of Data FYEIEFREN ad
A,

(T-AddrInst) Fi A2 7E A5 B bk 7 Bl 4 A
FFA BUEHA AT R L35 4 Huhk. 76 80E B s bl 3 il
DI 2T A7 A B E AR bR A 2R A ad , F7m T BE A5 7]
BAR AT E (T-AddrData) . Bk H bR 2777 2 gl
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r=num,num& AddrRange(TextSegments)
type(r) =_al

(T-AddrInst)

r=num,num& AddRange(DataSegments)

— (T-AddrData)
type(r)=_ai

JMP 1. type(r) =int (T-AddrInst2)

type(r) =_ai
r=exp, type(r) = int;type( exp) =A (T-ASSGND
type(r) =A
r=call {,ReturnType(D=A .
type(r) =A (T-calD
r=call LibFunc
type(r)=A (T-LIB)

call r, type(r) = ai

—— (T-AddrInst3)
type(r) =ai

B3 BTN

Fig. 3 Type inference rules

H_ad (T-AddrInst2). WAH 5 ) i 2 B HEWT A (T-
ASSGN). R FH 1 2 BUHEWT Ry (T-call). X A6
JE BRI B ZE R T ol (T-LIB). X FH i R B A 1
Hodk 2SR A HEWT A (T-AddrInst3).

TE— SRR BT DI 18], B3 A7 A 80 ] BEAF L
AR B R G 0T 27 A7 i 14 396 8K DXC ) 1 0 BT Al
L
2.2 HNEBRIESTS PLL

1] TMC B33 /R I G 02 v 7 itk s o7
# (potential leak location, PLL),PLL fJ&E X UIF.

EX 2.1 BAEMMEAE PLL &R H8 pll=
(pc,s ops ), HH op JERREL £ ¥4 B & pe 4k
FFR P A], I H. op 6 2 251 isPtrAssign(op) or
isReturn(op).

PLL i34 7 #)5 Hh o] 58 5 8009 77 i s 1 1865,
PLL BE AT LA W2 . — 2R 48 B8 & 22 [A] Y
WA 15 A] (isPtrAssign) , 75 — 28 22 3 19 3% [7] 15 4]
(1sReturn).

WAR R ) —FPIE S 2 2 — et & p 2
5 M NAE X 3 Mem () 0E—F5 £, XT p 19 RAEL RS
FENfEME. 5 — G DU AE SRR MR,
T RRE T AFTE S B WAL p=mallocO), H p J&
— AR AR s AR p WA AR M S EGR L I H
WA TR AWM AR IR A T p 125 4 J5 1
FERRBOR 1] J5 28 1k T30 T A7 9 &2

B RTL FEFER 0T LA hy — 2R 50 A (B 1
) T EH — 26 3 SR ) 8 R A T ok R R A R
R, B Pk T LLFIR N PC: lhs=rhs. H
H, PC R IZE TS 7] T AL T (0 B2 77 42 i 407 L Ths
FRFRN AN, rhs WIF R Fak A7 213543

FEFP Y PLL B4 1 AL ) i Al 3,
J¥ R 1A N ) PLL (A A XS 25 5 AR g
SRIXSEIEAT R AT, F8 5T MR E 2 PLL py49 g, W2
YRR A AR A A E R E R ST R
FE RSB 0 SRR T TR T A FR S SR AR i A
Sy BT T A WAL 1 ) 1) 2k R v i SR IR SR AR
FR AT IR EF R A T A WA A, X B8]
(A7 B e 4 AT A 26 PLL.

3 AFRITEE

MLAB HE 42 v fir 2k F Y P9 A7 1t T 20 B 3 7%
(TMC 535 S BT TRl 4 A B A I 533 i 9
Jg. T T SR A A | AR ) S X
BT 5 4 A 3222 7 T L R 6 B A A Bk (R 4544,
3.1 EiEWMAENHE

H T X AR HEAT 0T R 2. 2 5 R
FOFET 2R 7 1158 PLL 54 ,1% PLL £ & 1F
b TMC B3 i A

TMC Bk Je Xt 3R 158 1) PLL £ & #F17 fil kb
P, TN B R v, X R 5 A B I A
B — SR T] e BN A7 I A9 PLL. Lk an, 76 7] LA
ISR A2 p=null SR, PLL=
(pes p=q. ) MIARTTRE S ZR. PO RGO
P ANFE ATATT B2 43 B A P9 A7 XL 8 p 0938 ) 3
B R q JITEE 1) I A DX SR 2 4 ).

XTRIAP ALY PLL, T4 3 7 et A Fir 22 5.
X PRI 50 43 B HEA T 40 T 3

(1) return BEA) LR PLL. ZZEA PLL
SETFEONAER BT I R A ] malloc B
BT T HE L AF A BE. W return 354 BT AR
1) DR PP B A XM PN A 43 T pRE R IR L IR 4%
return WA ) PLL BEAS 22 1 5 A7k . 9]
Bk 2.1 R BIRE RS 12 F1 ke — A mT LUASE
R AR PLL, iX & B Oh main 2R 2 & A X
malloc PRELAYIEH ;

CID) FRET MR AT R () PLL, 40 S 2 A
TH/A) Y B AR ET S 1) A YA SR AR I ) A e 5 i et
B A FEES 1, AT LA E AR ) PLL X $8 £
A IR ELAS 25 3 B A7 O

XFE4 i) PLL WA 2 J7 i, il LA PLL £ 4
HHERRIX 2622 4 1) PLL WG 3 450805 19 PLL 264
VER B R ML EEXT 4.
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3.2 TMC BEEEES
TMC F¥EXF 4ad Wikb B PLL 464 pll_set
HK 4 — A PLL, iz FAE RS I 75 vk B A 2547 7
Br. S H Y2 i g — 28 0 A, A pll_set Hr 4k
BT DL S E A PLL. BB .
ForEach pll in pll_set do
if(ModelCheck(pll) = NotSafe)
leak_list. add (plD
ForEach leak in leak_list
print_error_path (leak)

ModelCheck(plD) # H ¥R A& 534 PLL #6277 4l
LI H AL R Al s v, iR &8 AT A1 SR ok
FIRE PLL 275 %4, % PLL s &8 38 i 2 45 S 14
E4 leak list H1. 5 PLL [RIAINAZ] leak list H {9
A5 XS B )R R BE AR B AT SAAR (4 AR 25 A
2| PLL BYREAR T4 B FR 5 03 X0 A% 7 B 102 ) SFe 1
AT

IRZHRI S leak_list HY PLL AHSCHE Y 5y
BRERAR , T LR g %o A 5 v ] RE A7 7R 1Y A A7 T O 1Y
53 BT 5 A,

X F AT A BRI S )& ModelCheck J5 ik 55
PR IR, LT X CFA 4, My ] 1546 19
T AR R IR R X 2 T AR T 0 2ok AR R LA CFA
JSCARPIR A 4 P () R AT Se ke Ty ok .

FER AT SRR AR v, B 2 55K — err_loc
(R , ModelCheck J5 s 23 8 45 AT IR A4 A ) 2, 5%
53T AT IEB AR 2] err_loc BY%4% err_path, il
X err_path T AIBTRPR S KA B 4B 4 51 Hl e
AR 0 S0 BT AR () Y A A

LA AR R i p=(S,. opi» Sis e,
op,»S,). Hr, S, R FHPIRAS , op, WK 7R3
) — P RAE. B84 BHRAE P S e T R IR S

IR EEA STy A B AR VE TR Y 3 A Hh R X
RGBSR T 58 450 M, 72 AR R i Ve ). 1 211
TS KRG I 5 2R I (R PR ZSH DA T eI A
PP TR, S0 ARG 1 — S BRI R, AR SCH
TR EEAR S AT A ST E R N AR Y
3.3 HXEIRBENEES R

HT A R 3R AT N A TR e . AR SR
ModelCheck 753 52 B H i) 3 T P07 B A2 19 S 51l
ST FE B A P A it T ] ) 6 T
PEAR AT T

FHG ) 23 A o) AR HE T A2 T 5 A AE AR DG I 45
X TR PN AFRR S 180 52 W0 o 1 P DA ) 45 2R T >4
i PLL 21544,
TENAPIRZS B AR BRI & A — N
Pe M= {(my smy s eee sy ) o Hohom, GE L1 D RIRI
PRI TEHE B MY — BN AT T8 BRI malloc 1)
T SCAT LA M 4 A7 B 2 [ 2 i 7 T B8 Y.
B INAE PP AR AED G 18 M IZ N AR TR FT A
TEIS ) A s B v, BT AR R 2 BL Y op, XN
FEARZSHEAT AN 1 B8, 3 1) 23 B i BRI BRI, A
ERYNAPIRZS A A e ) A A b, Bl ) —
5 INTFAHOCRHRAE #0523 A OO N AR 25 Y 7T B
SO, JE X AR 2 R AT A N Y SR X A —
PLL, 18 i 39 1] 73 A H A AEAR S RO W 7 L H bR
SR T A HR B8 B 1 B Je — IR AEL. 396 ) 437 2
BT B —IREIE 2 (SSA) #4719, SSA B A 42 &
AR s T4 T AR AR B Y (RS | T BE
A5 AR (R B U 40 BT A LA TRT Ak, X396 ) 73y vh 98
FEMRAETE A (1 3BT T 5 5 i R R X — N REE R
A i A A — R, DRI X A A2 TR 285 1 52 i)
AEAS EDULHE 3K k.
Xof 390 [ B AR 0 53 BT 7 s R TLZEAS [R] 2 28 i)
FPE RS T o3 M A TR N T .
k3.1 HmopirEk
M<®
ForEach of in r_path
if BRAE AR IR(ETE R p=q Then
M<-MU {m, }
m, WIEHEGHIRN (p.q)
if PLL. op 4& p=q JERK then
if my, HY5AFA TR >1 then
return leak false
ELIf #4F op MIE X ZE p=malloc(n) then
M<-MU {m, }
# m, MIREHESKE R p WITA A
if PLL. op /& p=q KJIE3 then
if m, 8 R E A —ICE then
return leak true;
ELIf #24F op MfE R free(p) then
W p IR NAFFREE M null $85H S
if PLL. op #& p=q MJJE then
return leak false
ELIf #4F op J&eRER A call(D then
M =1E R &L [ P23 BC R B A A
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if PLL. op #&— return i) then
if MCDHBYTCRERH { AR Ha4t A2 54817 then
return leak true
else

return leak false

S AR, 24 PLL o] DAKR 3 24 w4 W15 21 A9
PIFEAR 285 ) W Ay 2 A I, 396 ] 6 A% A B85 125 3% ]
leak false, & W3R [0] leak true. 43 35 15 X 36 ) 43
BT axd A8 r Rl 1) A9 R 2SR A AL B 9 0T R

(1) /eI p=¢q

10 [ AR A AE SRR I R T ) R R TE X AR
WHRPATIE , p Mg 8 10 [F]—A A DI, HL5E
FEUL m, = q. mem= p. mem. {RIEIX AR AT LUE B
WAERPIRES ML EAS my WIFREHEES IR pag PR
AFRETHE ). R TR S N AERAS M, IR AT LA
PR N AIRAS BEAE AR IE PLL f938 &1 R 5 A 19 B
PRERAE AN S ME— 8 ) A L PN A2 07 8 i 5 IR 4
BRATUARA E PLL (428 4. X T 1R 013 /a) X R 1
PLL ., W75 220 5 5l — YOG A7 £ 1) 4 F.

CI1) *F malloc PRELEIE H

23k PLL B ARIE AN p=malloc(..); -;
P=q;

LR TE 300 ) A3 A HR R X — R AR /) A B, N
FERE TR 1) p P FREHSIH e E R 11,
I AFEFF A IR — A WA I A 5%, 7T DL B4
B

(M) Xt free A% VEFH

23k PLL B IRIE N free(p)s o5 p=q;

FHTRERL p FT4E ) B N AF B 5 i, ROR 7T LA
MAFRETRAEIE ) p=null. WR free(p)#EF] PLL
AR I B e — IR p BAE I8 e, IR 4 %
PLL(p=q) JEAL T BN A7 Mt T 85 15 1. DXL I 3 1)
ST AR AT LR [Bl—> ok, R BT Y R/ #§ A2 12
ANATBE A N AE R 1.

4 EBISH5ERE

4.1 FEFZEH
ARSCR TR Py SEARER T P RR LY A4 P9 77 1
IR, leak, FRBLHIRAEST ] AAFHR M Y JR &8 4
B EEAER AT P2 A B0A SoRin 20 M
PO p oL, 1M leak, 2 Hi B NZXS — A~ 45 11
He—AFH MBI — S8 EH SR, B M B
leak, Zeid it i WL S e P XA ] 4 i,

TEIE 4 v g 42 i T R S ik A v L i e S R
() R ECE FHIEL XS f WP Y malloc P81,

Liveln={}

LiveOut={ %eax}
X HLAY LiveOut ff BRI A7 4% eax M A BAE A
iR AR ], FE malloc HE#EHf A

% eax=call malloc <[ %esp],<type>>>>

HRAIE 2 R A malloc BYZERLF B, HEWT I 00 eax
TE MRS ER RN 2R AL E char x . sREL £ YR (5]
FRATEX BYHf o PLL, 3 1) 4 #r xR 0T A4S 2
R Y AR

f. main:

pushl %ebp pushl % ebp
movl %esp, %ebp movl %esp, Yebp

pushl $ 50 subl $ 8, %esp
call malloc andl $ —16, %esp
popl %edx subl $16, %esp
xorl Yedx, Y% edx L7

testl Yfeax, Yeax call {

je. L2 jmp. L7

movb $99,10( % eax)
movb $ 1, %dl

L2
movl %edx, % eax
leave

ret

Bl 4 leak, BWIRICHER
Fig. 4 Disassembly result of leak;

NIRRT leak, CULIED 5) i (14 2 76 45 ) 52 B
PIAE 6 ST T 15 /) R 5 (A5 L JAS 38 1] 7
AR A s B9 N AE. leak, T XT malloc PRECAYSE
— AT, HBHCR 5,78 Vo eax IR MUE B % A7
F] Yebx, AT IS L5 R A % ebx=call malloc 5. %
ZAbHY malloc PRGBS 80 7, & 1Y [BHE
WAL E] Y esi H1, %5 esi= call malloc 7. % ebx, %esi
TE Y HIE BRI N 28R char % . Yebx= YGesi
PR 0 A g IR B ) L PR 2 —A> PLL.

4.2 WS

FET T H ARSI, ASCHAT 7. R 1 4
HE TR A R P R AT AR A 4 BT 4 B ) S (U
i F B :Pentium 2. 0, Mandrake Linux 9. 0, Nk
AR 2.4.20). F 1G5 T EE I BRI BT E] R
(SRR S 5 62 (%) B () A R N A ik T T 5 2 1)
],
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main:
pushl %ebp
movl %exp, Y%ebp
pushl Yesi
pushl %ebx
andl $ —16, %esp
subl $28, %esp
pushl $5
call malloc
movl Y%eax, Yebx;; Yebx=s
movl $7,(%esp)
call malloc
movl %eax, Y%esi; Yoesi=q
movl %esi, %ebx;s=q
testl %ebx, % ebx; s=null?
setne %al
leal —8(Y%ebp), Y%esp
popl %ebx
popl Yesi
leave
ret

. ident "GCC; (GNU)3. 4. 6 20060404 (red hat 3. 4. 6-3)"

B 5  leak, MRICHER
Fig. 5 Disassembly result of leak,

*R1 THEFSNER
Tab. 1 Result of the analysis on the sample programs
S CFG KM /s ZERU AT /s TMC 20 #rm i) /s
leak, 0.32 0. 05 0.11
leak; 0. 31 0. 05 0. 10

FETF A XM 7 4 MiBencht* 1 (14355 43
FRJTF (network, security #H5%) #47 T # — 2 152
By, SEERAERANGR 2 PR, 3R 2 g th TSR T A T
) PRI TSI 3E 20 ) R T | A A3k 3 23 B g )
BEXF A AR S A2 T S A I ]2 B X PRI S B
Prifal Ay 1. 1~1. 5 A2 X2 i T B bR i & ot
ity TR & RS Ry 104 i 45 A BT 8. 52

F2 $3F MiBench B9 HT45 R
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