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A Study on Cytokines in Synovial Aspirates
of Various-stage TMJDS Patients

Section 2. IL-6 and Its Significance
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Abstract
Samples of TM]J synovial fluid were obtained from 36 cases of various stages of TMJDS patients, and the levels of
IL-6 in the synovial aspirates were determined and the statistical analysis were made. The results showed that the lev-
els of -6 varied from stage to stage of the patients with TMJDS, and they appeared to be highly correlated with the
severity of the TM]J osteoarthritic lesions and represented the severity of the autoimmunity in the diseased Joint to
some extent. The tissue damage in TM] osteoarthritis that exposed the sequestered antigens in cartilage would provide
an opportunity for the generation of autoimmune responses and, stimulate the production and release of IL-6. The ele-

vated level of IL-6 accelerated the damage of cartilage by enhencing the autoimmune response.



