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ABSTRACT Attapulgite/polyacrylic acid composite was synthesized by using inverse suspend poly-
merization method, and the effects of attapulgite content, neutralization degree and crosslinker content on
surface morphology, structure and humidity controlling properties were investigated. The results show that
attapulgite/polyacrylic acid composite has a loose and porous surface. With the increase of attapulgite
content in composite, the humidity absorption and desorption rate increases firstly under the balance of
reduction of moisture absorption component and raising of surface porosity and then decreases. The
composite with higher neutralization degree has a higher absorption rate but has a lower desorption rate
because part of —-COOH in acrylic acid changed to —COONa with higher hydrophilicity. The optimum com-
position of attapulgite/polyacrylic acid composite is : attapulgite content of 10%, neutralization degree of
60%—-80% and crosslinker content of 0.10%—-0.50%.
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Fig.1 Surface morphology of polyacrylic acid (PAA)
and attapulgite/polyacrylic acid (ATP/PAA)
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Fig.2 XRD spectrum of  attapulgite(ATP),
polyacrylic  acid (PAA) and  atta-
pulgite/polyacrylic acid (ATP/PAA)
composite
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Fig.3 FTIR spectrum of attapulgite (ATP) and atta-
pulgite/polyacrylic acid (ATP/PAA) compos-
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Fig.4 Absorption (a) and desorption (b) curve
of ATP/PAA composite with different atta-

pulgite content
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Table 1 Absorption and desorption rate of ATP/PPA composite under different attapulgite content

Sample No. attapulgite content/% absorption rate (g/g) desorption rate (g/g)
ATPO 0 0.42 0.38
ATP2 10 0.56 0.52
ATP2 20 0.38 0.26
ATP3 30 0.31 0.25
ATP4 40 0.28 0.23
ATP10 100 0.24 0.23
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Table 2 Absorption and desorption rate of ATP/PPA composite under different neutralization degree

Sample No. neutralization degree/% absorption rate (g/g) desorption rate (g/g)
NTO 0 0.56 0.52
NT1 30 0.68 0.56
NT2 60 0.84 0.54
NT3 80 0.91 0.50
NT4 100 1.09 0.45
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Table 3 Absorption and desorption rate of ATP/PPA composite under different crosslinker content

Sample No. crosslinker content/% absorption rate (g/g) desorption rate (g/g)
CLO 0 0.91 0.50
CL1 0.05 1.16 0.74
CL2 0.10 1.25 0.82
CL3 0.50 1.19 0.91
CL4 1.00 1.02 0.85
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