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Objective : Vascuar endothelid growth factor C (VEG-C) is known to be capable of inducing cell proliferation of lymphatic
endothelia and development of lynphatic vessels. Thus, in the current sudy the expresson of VEGFC was invedtigated to under-
gand the mechanism of lymphatic metagassof ora cancer. Methods :V EG-C protein expresson in benign and mdignart ord le
dons was invedigated with an immurohi dochemica gaining assay , followed by light microsoopic examination and image andlyss.
Results: Immunohigogtaning of VEG-C was observed in normd , benign and mdignant epithdia, aswel asin some lymphatic
vesds. The VEGC postive rate was sgnificantly higher in squamous carcinomas than in normd tissues and benign lesons. It
was a9 roted that in squanous carcinomas the exresson level of VEG-C corrdaed well with pathologicad grades and gages of
lymph rode metagass, but not with dinica grades. Conclusion : These findings sugges that VEG-C may pronote lymphetic
metagads o ord cancer , and it isposible to be used as a predictor for the lymphatic metagass and prognoss of ora cancer.
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