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Fetch some for yourself , lass. It

won't hurt you to walk a few
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Several Issues Concerning Dissemination
of Ancient Chinese Novels Abroad

LIU Yonggiang
( Chinese Department, Peking University, Beijing, 100871,China)

Abstract: The spread of famous works in Chinese is the main stream of propagation of ancient Chinese novels abroad, but
their transmission is somewhat different in different countries. The dissemination of a number of second - class or third - rate
works exerts even more influence abroad than they do at home, which results from various factors such as; the propagation of
ancient Chinese novels abroad is conducted as one pleases and characterized by contingency; famous works are difficult to dissem-
inate because they are imbued with cultural knowledée. Ancient Chinese novels have exerted some influence on the literary crea-
tion in accepting states. One of the prominent phenomena is that some ancient Chinese novels have been revised so as to suit the
cultural traditions of the receiving states. Also, it is to be noted that when ancient Chinese novels were translated into foreign lan-
guages, many difficulties were encountered and there were plenty of cultural misinterpretations and omissions, which are particu-
larly obvious in the cultural circles where no Chinese is used. As foreign readers have different cultural traditions and viewpoints,
they interpret ancient Chinese novels in different ways, showing many conflicting or confusing opinions which are different from
the interpretations of scholars and readers in China.

Key words: ancient Chinese novels, dissemination abroad, the cultural circle where Chinese is used as the native tongue or

exerts much influence, the Chinese civilization
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