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Promoting Rural Economy in Mountainous Areas
by Developing Forest Foods

Rapid Development of Cash Forest Plantations, Bamboo and Rattan Industry
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Abstract

It is one of the important ways for food security of the future for 1. 6 billions people in China by

overall exploiting of {oods in agriculture . forestry. animal husbandry, and fishery. In the country. seventy
percent of land out of total territory is mountainous areas, in which around 70 percent of the total poapulation
live and ninety percent of forest resources grow. And also the mountainous areas are the production bases for
woody foods, oils,wild plant starch. bamboo. rattan. fruits. natural perfumery, and herbhal medicines as
well.

Since the foundation of the new China in 1945, the progress of Sci-tech has being promoted the develop-
ment of cash forest plantations . bamboo and rattan industry. which have provided numerous forest focds and
industrial materials and also generated huge income for the poor and provided a lot of employment opportuni-
ties. Meanwhile, it also functions very well in ecological protection.

In the coming 217 century. there will be a bigger demand on the products of the cash forest plantations,
bamboo and rattan industry. They will hold an unreplacable, possibly bigger than ever before. role in feed-
ing Chinese by themselves. It has been predicted that the demand on the products of cash plantations, bam-
boo and rattan industry will be doubled in the future 30 years. Till 2010, the demand on three major woody
foods such as nut. jujube and persimmon will reach 3. 3~3. 8 million tones; the demand on woody il prod-
ucts such as tea oil and walnut will reach 0. 75~0. 85 million tones: the demand on bamboa timber and edible
bhamboo shoots will reach 24~ 25 million tones and 3. 0~ 3. 2 million tones respectively; and demand on rat-
tan products will reach 50~ 60 thousands tones as well. It also has heen predicted that the demands on woody
foods. woody edible cil . bamboo timber and edible bamboo shoots will reach 10, 6~ 12. ¢ million tones, 1. 7
~1. 8 million tones . 40~45 mllion tones and 6~ 7 million respectively around 2030.
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