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Empirical Research on the Relationship between Firm Size and R&D Input

Ren Haiyun' 2, Shi Ping', Zhang Lin'
(1.School of Economics & Management, Northwest University, Xi’an 710069, China;
2.School of Economics & Management, Northwest A&F University, Yangling 712100, China)

Abstract: Based on 70 manufacturing firms data , this paper investigates the relationship between firm size and R&D input.

The results indicate that R&D expenditure intensity and R&D employee intensity with firm size present significantly

negative correlation and the amount of R&D expenditure with firm size presents significantly positive correlation. The

results also suggest that the average R&D expenditure intensity of manufacturing firms in China achieves survival

level(2%), but the distribution of it is not uniformity and low expenditure level coexists with high expenditure level.

However, R&D employee intensity is comparatively satisfied and the R&D employee intensity of the majority of companies

reach the level of developed countries(10%).
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