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SYNTHESIS OF SOME CEPHALOTAXINE
ESTER ANALOGS

CHENG Jia-chong, SI Yi-kang and HUANG Liang

(Institute of Materia Medica, Chinese Academy of
' Medical Sciences, Beijing)

ABSTRACT

Five deoxyharringtonine analogs with different alkyl groups in place of methyl
group in the ester moiety have been synthesized by Reformatsky reaction of a-
keto-acyl-cephalotaxine and the corresponding alkyl bromoacetates. The results of
animal test indicated that the replacement of the methyl group in the ester moiety
with other alkyl groups caused loss of activity. The stringent structure specificity
requirements in the antitumor activity in these series of compounds were once more
demonstrated. ‘
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