2009 1 17 1
Chinese Journal of Eco-Agriculture, Jan. 2009, 17(1): 169-173

DOI: 10.3724/SP.J.1011.2009.00169

—DLE gL R R B A
£t FAR RXE! LEE' REHKR

(1. 050016;
2. 050021)

HTRREBTAERET, AN REENIHRMIARAEBIET, KXHLTFRUEREE £A
Med Xy g ERE 19MNE KA HATEHAE, TEN T ESHRNERBNEE. ERET: HEHE.
WELFHLE2H A 0.360. 0.254, K EWERBE B LA THLE 0350 #t— Pk, REIT K
MR BE RN RERRULBEAUTEL: RAAPRABRE S RRERAKFARE EM X, 2FAKTKH
EMATLZBARERBEAORBHRRER, AEZFEFHRANBZENHBP MHT RN ERFFHKRE
RFEHRE, RERETHANR R T RN EF N ET EFKF.

REZER AXMBERX Aodmt KAARE FEWNE Aokk REERAL FEAY

: K901.8 TA 1 1671-3990(2009)01-0169-05

Depopulation of rural areas under the backdrop of urbanization
— A case study of Kangbao County, Northwest of Hebei Province

PEI Hong-Wei', CHANG Chun-Ping', HE Wen-Hui', SHEN Yan-Jun', SHEN Yan-Jun’

(1. College of Resources and Environmental Sciences, Hebei Normal University, Shijiazhuang 050016, China;
2. Center for Agricultural Resources Research, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Shijiazhuang 050021, China)

Abstract To understand the issues and driving factors of rural depopulation (a universal phenomenon in the rural areas of every
nation under the backdrop of urbanization), we surveyed 19 villages in Kangbao County, Hebei Province. The villages are in the
farming pastoral interlocks of North China where the ecology is fragile and the economic backward. The number of idle houses and
the degree of damaged house were quantitatively analyzed. The survey shows that the proportion of idle brick houses to total brick
houses is 0.360, and that of earthen houses to total usable earthen house is 0.254. That for dilapidated houses to total houses is 0.350.
Depopulation of the rural villages in the farming pastoral interlocks of North China has the following characteristics: The extent of
depopulation is in direct correlation with farmer income level. Low and slow economic development is the fundamental cause of
depopulation in the area. Labor loss has resulted in severe dilapidation of village landscape and resource waste. Depopulation has
severely retarded normal orders of rural production and life.
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Tab.1 Classification by the houses characteristics in survey sites

Code Houses characteristics Code Houses characteristics

Zy 15 , , , Tn , Idle, falling in
Idle, front and back wall are brick structure )

Z, 10 s , s s T s Idle, broken
Idle, all wall is brick structure, old )

Zy; 10 s N s Tis s Idle, firm

, ) )

Idle, all wall is brick structure, new

Z 21 N TZI N
In use, front and back wall are brick structure In use, broken

Z 22 N N T22 N
In use, all wall is brick structure, old In use, firm

Z 23 B s
In use, all wall is brick structure, new

20 20m*- 35m?- ' Earthen house with only front

and back wall were brick structure were usually constructed 20 years age, of which constructing area is 20 m* per room, while the construct-

ing area of brick house is 35 m” per room.
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Tab.2  Statistics of abandoned houses in sampled villages
() . () (X1) () (%) ©) ' /
Village House number Brick house Abandoned Hard earthen Abandoned Broken rate Brick house number
(room) number (room) brick house rate house (room) earthen house rate /house number

1 216 63 0.349 64 0.063 0.410 0.292
2 1130 651 0.269 173 0.405 0.270 0.576
3 337 141 0.340 82 0.280 0.340 0.418
4 379 240 0.404 29 0.310 0.290 0.633
5 546 336 0.396 61 0.541 0.270 0.615
6 145 51 0.196 39 0 0.380 0.352
7 571 190 0.379 116 0.224 0.460 0.333
8 351 141 0.504 72 0.292 0.390 0.402
9 152 57 0.421 52 0.250 0.280 0.375
10 362 154 0.344 64 0.172 0.400 0.425
11 340 95 0.526 174 0.109 0.209 0.279
12 556 181 0.254 195 0.021 0.324 0.326
13 212 91 0.253 44 0 0.363 0.429
14 421 156 0.282 195 0.159 0.166 0.371
15 671 285 0.523 227 0.515 0.237 0.425
16 740 245 0.273 411 0.253 0.114 0.331
17 178 38 0.132 15 0 0.702 0.213
18 467 145 0.290 179 0.291 0.306 0.31
19 401 239 0.301 57 0.175 0.262 0.596
& 4189 2024 0.360 752 0.254 0.350 0.442

Total & Average
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