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Studies on Rumen Degradabilities of Different Cuts of Alfalfa Hay for Dairy Cows
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Abstract: The objective of this paper is to explore different Degradation law of alfalfa hay in rumen, to provide
theoretical data for dairy cows. Three healthy Chinese Holstein cows about 500kg weight during the dry period
were selected as experiment animals. This experiment measures the decomposing rates of the dry material (DM),
crude protein(CP), neutral detergent fiber (NDF), acid detergent fiber (ADF)in cattle rumen by applying nylo
bag method. The results are showed as follows: After culture of the same time, the degradation rate of CP
decreased as the stubble increased; conversely, the degradation rate of NDF, ADF and DM were all increased
with the stubble times. At the same time point, NDF, ADF, DM degradation rate is positively correlated with
Cutting stubble times, CP degradation rate was negatively associated with Cutting stubble times. The first crop
of alfalfa the highest rate of protein degradation, fourth crop of alfalfa DM, NDF, ADF degradation rate was
highest.
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