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Fig. 1 The Loire estuary situation and the sampling site
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THE DISCOVERY OF GYPSUM DOTTED BY THE NEO-
. FORMED CALCITES AND ARAGONITES IN THE LOIRE
ESTUARY, FRANCE
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Abstract

In the study of the suspended matters in the Loire estuary in. France,

. some of erystals of gypsum in suspensmn have been found and analysed
under SEM, This paper presents some interesting mmeraloglcal ‘and litho-
biologlcal features of these crystals,

_ ’I‘he gypsum grams are all well-crystallized and frequently twin-erystals,
Thelr surfaces are submitted to biochemical erosions, Due to the bacterial
cation numerous neogenesis calcium carbonate micro-crystals “grow®from the

- gypsum grains and cover them, The formation of these gypsum grains is
speculated: because of the severe drought, the sulphides in estuarine muds
are transported to the surface, oxidized and transformed to gypsum with the
presence of thé ealcium carbonates,
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