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regions and coal-bearing strata of the Early Carboniferous in South China
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Fig. 1 Palaeotectonic, Palaeogeographic and coal-forming regional map of the Early Carbonife-

rous of South China (modified from Wang Hongzhen (ed. ), 1985, Atlas Palaeogeography of
China—the Early Carboniferous palaeogeographic)
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THE DIVISION AND CORRELATION OF THE EARLY CARBO-
NIFEROUS COAL-FORMING PERIODS,COAL-FORMING
REGIONS AND COAL-BEARING STRATA IN SOUTHERN CHINA

Xu shouyong

(Yichang Instiiute of Geology and Mineral Resource, Ministry of Geology and Mineral Resources)

Ye Gan

(China University of Geosciences, Wuhan)

Abstract

The Lower Carboniferous is one of the main coal-bearing strata in  southern
China, widely exposed in Hunan, Guangxi, Guangdong, Guizhou, Yunnan, Xizang
(Tibet), Jiangxi, Zhejiang, Fujian, Jiangsu, Anhui and ‘Hubei. On the basis of the
horizon of the coal-bearing strata, coal formation involves four coal-forming peri-
ods (see “l'able 1). According to different coal-forming periods, coal-bearing matu-
res, coal beds of commercial value and the number of coal layers, southern China
may be divided into eight coal-accumulating regions: the south-central Hunan
cbal—forming region, the northern Guangdong coal-forming region, the northern
Guangxi coal-forming region,the southern Guizhou coal-forming regiom,the eastern
Yunnan coal-forming region, the eastern Xizang coal-forming region, the eastern
Guangdong coal-forming region, and the south-central Jiangxi coal-forming region

(see Table 1 and Fig.1).

Key words: South China, Early Carboniferous, coal-forming regions
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