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An Empirical Study on the Patenting in Chinese Software Industry

Liu Shan, Yu Xiang
(China—German Institute of Intellectual Property , Huazhong University of Science and Technology , Wuhan 430074, China)

Abstract:Based on the industrial structure, this article focuses on the patenting in Chinese software industry. By analyzing
software patent application data in Chinese software industry between 1990 and 2008, it is found that patenting of software
enterprises is affected by legal system changes,enterprise size and the type of product. It also describes how Chinese software
patent application changes by year, analyzes the patentee structure and main technical fields of Chinese software patent,
explores the most active enterprises in each main technical field.
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