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Spatial Organizational Network of Loigsitcs Company in China

WANG Chengjin
(Institute of Geographic Sciences and Natural Resources Research, CAS, Beijing 100101, China)

Abstract: With the development of the third party logistics, logsitcs company as a
professional economic form to organize logistics activities with the spatial network is well
aware of the growing importance. Much attention is paid to the spatial network of logistics
company. Based on discussion about research process of logistics company, this paper
analyzes the theory about spatial network of logistics company and discusses its spatial
system, function ties and operation mechanism. Logistics company is composed of corporation
factors and logistics factors with different spatial attributions, moving regularity and
organization characteristics whose united operation generates function differentiation and
location separation among different members of logistics company, which develops into the
spatial network including organizing network of corporation factor and operating network of
logistics activities, namely the static phase and dynamic phase. Logistics company constructs
its corporation factor network at urban and regional scales. Urban network includes the
headoffice, operating department and distribution center with different corporation functions or
logistics functions. The headoffice is located at urban centre, the distribution centre tends to
be in the suburbs of a city, and the operating department is situated in the regions with many
logistics activities. Regional network includes headquarter, regional headoffice, local branch,
local office and operating department with different corporation functions or logistics
functions. Corporation headquarter tends to be located in large cities, regional headoffice is
generally at a political-economic centre in each logistics operating region, local branches are
concentrated in capital city, economic centre and transport hub. Operating network of logistics
activities comprises scheduled transport line, distribution system and logistics network.
Transport line is the primary operating way of logistics activities which includes trunk and
branch transport lines. Distribution system helps logistics company to transfer the cargoes
throughout the country and improve its market competition with the development of regional
distribution centre, urban regional distribution centre and urban distribution centre. The
optimization, amalgamation and intertexture of scheduled transport line and logistics
distribution system can develop into the primary operating mode of logistics network, namely
hub-and-spoke system.

Key words: logistics company; spatial organizational network; theoretical analysis; empirical
research



