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Hiroshima, T., Yamamoto, K., Tanaka, N., Shibasaki, S., Hotta, N., and Sakaue, D. : Development, Practice, and
Evaluation of a Forest Educational Program on the Subject of Mt. Fuji: Problems and Their Solutions in
Conducting Forest Education for Primary and Secondary Schools. J. Jpn. For. Soc. 88: 160~168, 2006 An
educational project was conducted both to understand problems in carrying out a forest educational program in
primary and secondary schools and to find their solutions. Our program aimed to let students understand multiple
functions and utilities of forests. A training workshop for teachers at primary and secondary schools was held,
showing them a practical model of the forest education program. Furthermore, questionnaire surveys for the teachers
were carried out both before and after the workshop. Interests of participants in the forest functions were high both
before and after the workshop. A statistical analysis indicated that the workshop provided teacher with progress in
knowledge, interpretation, techniques, and motivation for future sessions of the forest educational program. However,
possibilities of combining the program with their curriculums remained relatively low. In free-style answer sheets of
the questionnaires, most teachers complained about lack of instructors, difficulties in finding sites for conducting forest
educational programs, insufficient budget, and time constraints for the sessions. To mitigate these issues, specialists
such as researchers in universities should provide teachers in schools with materials and instruments for education
programs, so that the teachers can spend more time on teaching as instructors.

Key words : education effect, education for school, forest education, multiple functions of forest, questionnaire survey
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