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Abstract

AIM: To evaluate the short-time efficacy, side
effects, survival of combined chemotherapy
of oxaliplatin or hydroxycamptothecine plus
5-fluorouracil and leucovorin for advanced
colorectal cancer.

METHODS: Sixty patients with advanced
colorectal cancer confirmed by pathology were
included in this study. The patients in group A
(n = 40) received oxaliplatin plus 5-fluorouracil
and leucovorin, and those in group B (n = 20)
were treated with hydroxycamptothecine plus
5-fluorouracil and leucovorin. Both regimens
had 21-day cycle, i.e., the treatment was re-
peated once every 3 wk and the side effects were
evaluated. The efficacy was estimated two or
three cycles after chemotherapy.

RESULTS: The efficacy rates were 30.0% (12/40)
and 25.0% (5/20) in group A and B, respectively,
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and there was no significant difference between
them (x* = 0.531, P = 0.811). The 1-year survival
rates (34.09% vs 38.55%, u = 0.3275, P > 0.05),
median progression-free survival time (6.4 mo vs
7.3 mo, u = 1.5088, P > 0.05), and median overall
survival time (10.2 mo vs 10.8 mo, u = 0.3487,
P > 0.05) were not markedly different between
group A and B, neither. The major side effects
of grade III and IV in both groups were myelo-
suppression and gastrointestinal reactions, and
the incidence rate of diarrhea was significantly
higher in group B than that in group A (y* = 7.876,
P =10.044).

CONCLUSION: The efficacy is almost equal be-
tween combined chemotherapy of oxaliplatin or
hydroxycamptothecine plus 5-fluorouracil and
leucovorin for advanced colorectal cancer. Pe-
ripheral neuropathy appears more as the former
is used, while diarrhea has a higher frequency as
the latter is used.
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