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ABSTRACT The low carbon bainitic steels gain increasing attention due to their high strength,
high toughness, and good weldability. To improve the toughness and weldability of this kind of steel the
carbon concentration is usually deduced to below 0.06% (mass fraction). As a result the hardenability
of the steel is decreased and the ferrite usually becomes the first phase formed during the cooling process
before the austenite transforms to the bainite. To decrease the nucleation activation barrier the grain
boundary ferrite prefers to nucleate at the prior austenite grain boundaries, which are also potential
nucleation sites for the bainite. The prior austenite grain boundaries are occupied by the ferrite,
meanwhile ferrite/austenite interfaces are formed, which may influence the following nucleation of
bainite. To understand the effect of grain boundary ferrite/prior austenite interface on the nucleation
of bainite, a low carbon Fe-C-Mn-Si steel was investigated using optical microscope and electron
back-scattering diffraction (EBSD). The grain boundary ferrite and bainite were formed during the
two—step isothermal holding. By combining metallographic observation with orientation measurement,
two kinds of interfaces were found between grain boundary ferrite and bainitic ferrite: one is non—clear
interface, and another is clear interface. The analyses show that grain boundary ferrite has nearly the
K-S orientation relationship with the prior austenite on the non—clear interface side, at which bainite
nucleates and grow with an orientation similar to the grain boundary ferrite, while the grain boundary
ferrite has a random orientation relationship with the prior austenite on the clear interface side, and
large misorientation exists between bainite and grain boundary ferrite.
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Fig.1 Schematic diagram of two—step isothermal heat

treatment
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B 2 Fe-C-Mn-Si #97F 1300 ‘C BK{A{L 4 h JFIKIKAE 725
1 340 CHIFER 1 h KA EAHAL

Fig.2 OM image of the Fe-C-Mn-Si steel austenitized at
1300 C for 4 h, isothermally held at 725 and 340 C
for 1 h, respectively, followed by water—cooling (the
bright areas are the grain boundary ferrite (GF), and
the dark areas are bainite, consisting of bainitic fer-
rite and M/A islands)
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Fig.3 Higher magnified images of the microstructure in

Fig.2, showing three kinds of GF, clear interface on
one side (a), clear interfaces on both sides (b) and
non—clear interfaces on both sides (c) (after statisti-
cal counting, the ratios of the 1st, 2nd and 3rd cases
are 80%, 15.8% and 4.2%, respectively. In the bai-
nite, the bright areas are bainitic ferrite (BF), and
the dark particles are M/A islands)
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Fig.4 Measured distributions of apparent width of grain

boundary ferrite in the specimen shown in Fig.2
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Fig.5 SEM micrograph (a) and EBSD orientation map (b)
of a grain boundary ferrite and contiguous bainites
in the Fe-C—Mn—Si sample austenitized at 1250 C
for 1 h, isothermally held at 725 and 340 ‘C for
1 h, respectively, and then water cooled. Lines a2, b2,
co and d2 in the map cross four bainite packets, and
showing the relative misorientation profile (c) along
the line da left ends of lines (the relative misorienta-
tion is the angle between the normal of the measured
position and that of the left starting position of the
line, B—bainite, F—ferrite)
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Table 1 Relative misorientations at different positions be-
tween two grain boundary ferrites and their contigu-

ous bainites

(deg)
Grain Position Clear interface =~ Non—clear
boundary ferrite side interface side

Ferrite 1 al 19.5 0.6
(no photo given) b1 51.2 0.2
c1 53.3 1.5
dy 20.0 0.9
Ferrite 2 a2 32.1 1.3
(Fig.5b) b 17.2 0.6
c2 21.4 1.7
do 45.4 2.5
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Fig.6 OM image of grain boundary ferrite and contiguous

martensites in the sample austenitized at 1250 C,
isothermally held at 725 C and then water cooled
(the observation under higher magnification shows
that the interfaces on both sides of grain boundary

ferrite are always clear)
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Fig.7 Thin grain boundary ferrite formed in the sample
isothermally held at 750 ‘C for 24 h after austenitiz-

ing
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Fig.8 Morphology of ferrite at intersecting prior austen-
ite boundaries, no ferrite on the right boundary, two
styles of interface clearly exhibited as grain bound-
ary ferrite/bainite interface and the grain boundary

ferrite/prior austenite interface
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