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A few thoughts appeared on the occasion of 30 anniversary

of the great Tangshan earthquake

Xu Zhonghuai

(Institute of Geophysics, CEA, Beijing 100081, E-mail; xuzh@ cea-igp. ac. cn)

Abstract To draw a lesson from the great Tangshan earthquake we should further strengthen
the work on earthquake engineering. The 1976 Tangshan earthquake was a manifestation that the
Hebei depression seismic zone was in the stage of accelerated strain energy releasing at that time.
Recently there have occurred several strong earthquakes in the Indonesia arc seismic zone. An ex-
amination of M =7 shallow earthquakes in this seismic zone after 1900 reveals that now it is also in a
stage of accelerated energy releasing. We are expecting the appearance in the world of the second
example of the successful impending prediction of a strong earthquake based on sequential foreshock
activity. The seismic precursory study should be promoted in a process of arguing and debating.

Key words Tangshan earthquake; active period of a seismic zone; foreshock; earthquake

precursor
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