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ABSTRACT The continuous network of brittle proeutectoid carbide will formed along the grain
boundaries when cooled slowly from austenite in hypereutectoid steels. Steels with such high—carbon
content have been neglected in industry because of they are inherently brittle. By properly processed,
such as hot and warm working (HWW), isothermal warm working (IWW), divorced eutectoid trans-
formation (DET) and divorced eutectoid transformation with associated deformation (DETWAD), the
steels will exhibit ultrafine microduplex structure with fine spheroidized cementite () particles dis-
persed in fine-grained and equiaxed ferrite (o) matrix (grain size is less than 1 pm). This microduplex
structure shows superplasticity at elevated temperature and exhibits better mechanical properties at
room temperature. However, these processes are relatively complicated and should break the proeu-
tectoid cementiets firstly. By warm deformation of martensite, a simple process and the ultrafined mi-
crostructure can be obtained easily. In the present work, the effects of Al on the microstructural ultra—
refinement and mechanical properties of hypereutectoid steel during warm deformation of martensite as
well as tempering of martensite were investigated by uniaxial hot compression simulation experiment.
The results indicate that the warm deformation accelerates the martensite decomposition compared to
tempering, leading to the formation of ultrafine (a+6) microduplex structures. The microstructure evo-
lution of martensite during warm deformation involves the precipitation and coarsen of cementite parti-
cles, and the dynamic recovery and dynamic recrystallization of ferrite, while tempering of martensite,
the precipitation and coarsen of cementite particles, static recovery and grain growth of ferrite occurred,
but no recrystallization of ferrite occurred. With the addition of Al, the decomposition of martensite
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is impeded during warm deformation and tempering, the microduplex structure is refined, and its
strength is improved, while the elongation is not decreased.
KEY WORDS hypereutectoid steel, martensite, warm deformation, ultrafine microstrcture,

mechanical property, Al addition
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Table 1 Chemical compositions of hypereutectoid steel

(mass fraction, %)

Steel C Si Mn P S Al
1 0.97 0.26 0.31 0.0056  0.004 -
2 1.00 0.27 0.31 0.0056  0.004 0.95
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Fig.1 SEM images of martensite structures of steel 1 (a, c) and steel 2 (b, d) quenched in oil (a, b) and martensite

decompositions after heating to 650 C at a rate of 10 ‘C/s (c, d), showing cementite refined by addition of Al
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Fig.2 SEM images of steel 1 (a, c) and steel 2 (b, d) deformed to €=0.92 (a, b) and 1.61 (c, d) at 650 C and
0.1 s~ ultrafine (o + @) double phase structure formed
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Fig.3 Evolutions of total amounts N of cementite particles

per unit area in steel 1 and steel 2 during tempering
at 650 C and warm deformation at 650 C and é=
0.1s7!
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Fig.4 Effects of deformation temperature at strain rate of 0.1 s~ (a) and strain rate at 650 C (b) on the ultrafine
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Fig.5 Microduplex structures of steel 1 (a, c) and steel 2 (b, d) tempered at 650 ‘C for 180 min (a, b) and warmly
deformed at 650 ‘C, é=0.01 s~! and e=1.61 (c, d) before tensile test
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Table 2 Characteristic parameters and mechanical properties of the two tested steels
Process Steel Lo dgt, dgi N oy oy é Otal n
pm pm pm pum~2  MPa MPa % %

Warm deformation 1 1.23+£0.46  0.32+0.11  0.13+0.04 2.95 681 843 9.7 11.6  0.117
(650 C, 0.01 s~1, 1.61) 2 0.79+£0.25  0.264+0.08  0.11+£0.03 5.32 919 1008 7.8 12.6  0.082
Tempering 1 2.50+£0.75  0.584+0.15  0.18+0.05 1.56 353 504 151 19.0 0.167

(650 C, 180 min) 2 1.524£0.51  0.32+0.10  0.1740.04 1.89 513 725 13.8 202 0.138

Note: Lo—the size of ferrite grain, dg,—the size of cementite at grain boundaries, dgi—the size of cementite at grain

interiors, N—total amounts of cementite particles per unit area, oy—yield strength, op,—tensile strength, é—

uniform elongation, §;,—total elongation, n—work hardening index of Hollomon analysis[14]
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