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ABSTRACT The modifications of basal texture in AZ31 magnesium alloys processed by asym-
metrical rolling and equal channel angular rolling (ECAR) are investigated. Deformation mechanisms
are determined by microstructure observation and macro— and micro-texture measurements. Results
show that during asymmetrical rolling the basal texture is gradually rotated around TD (transverse
direction) by basal slip activated by shear strain on the rolling plane, whereas the prism texture is
induced by tension twinning activated by shearing parallel to the plane separating the two channels
during ECAR. So both the special processing techniques may improve the plasticity of magnesium
alloy. The effects of rolling reduction and annealing on textures are also studied and discussed.
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Fig.1 Microstructures of AZ31 magnesium alloy samples under different rolling techniques

(a), (b) 10% reduction per pass, mainly compression twins

(c) lens-like tension twins as shown as arrows and compression twins, about 0.6 true strain per pass
(d) annealing 1 h at 300 C
(e) annealing 1 h at 450 ‘C, small grains formed from deformation twins shown by arrow
(f) annealing 1 h at 300 C
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Fig.2 Textures of samples during different rolling technolo-

gies

(a), (b) conventional rolling, 10% reduction per pass,
max. intensity 10/2

(c), (d) asymmetrical rolling, 10% reduction per pass,
max. intensity 6/2

(e), (f) annealing after asymmetrical rolling, max. in-
tensity 2/2

(g), (h) equal channel angular rolling, about 0.60 true
strain, max. intensity 6/4

(i), (j) annealing after equal channel angular rolling,

max. intensity 4/2
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Fig.3 Influence of strain on macro—texture of {0001} basal texture under asymmetrical rolling at 400 C
(a) rolling reduction per pass: 5%, max. intensity 6

(b) rolling reduction per pass: 10%, max. intensity 16

(c) rolling reduction per pass: 20%, max. intensity 14
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Fig.4 Orientation imaging analysis of sample under conventional rolling (10% reduction per pass)
(a) orientation map (grey color—basal oriented grains; blue color—{1010} /rolling plane, red
color—{1120} /rolling plane; black thick line— >15° misorientation, black thin line—

>10° misorientation; red line—>5° misorientation, blue line—>3° misorientation, pur-

ple line—86°(1120) tension twins, green lines—56°(1120) compression twins, thick red

lines—37°(1120) double twins)

(b) {0001} pole figure (grey points—basal orientations, blue points—{1010}, red points—

{1120})
(c) distribution of misorientation
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Fig.5 Orientation imaging analysis of the sample under equal channel angular rolling (true strain about 0.6)

(a) orientation map  (b) {0001} pole figure  (c) distribution of misorientation
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Fig.6 Stress analysis of samples under different rolling technologies

(a) conventional rolling
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