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A NEW GENUS OF SCROPHULARIACEAE FROM
XIZANG, CHINA

Honc De-vuan

(Institute of Botany, Academia Simica, Beijing)
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Xizangia Hong, gen. nov. (Rhinanthoideae

Rhinantheae) Fig. 1:1—7

Herbae perennes. Folia opposita, serrata. Flores in spicam terminalem laxam dis-
positi, ebracteolati. Calyx tubuloso-campannlatus, inacqualiter 5-dentatus, antice ad par-
tes duae tertias 2-fissuns, postice ad partem tertiam 3-fissus; dentibus leviter inaequa-
libus, posticis leviter minoribus. Corollae tubus eylindraceus, 84plo longior quam lim-
bus; limbus 2-Jabiatus, labio postico erecto galeato, 2-lobato, lobis reflexis, antico sub lobis
2-cristato, lobis 3, leviter patentibus, aequallbus, oblongis. Stamina 4, didynama, sub galea
ascendentia; antherarum loculi aequales, paralleli, basi aristati. Stigma capitatum; ovula
in quoque loculo numerosa. Capsula ovata, compressa, ad apicem gradatim contracta, lo-
culicide dehiscens. Semina numerosa, globosa, compressa; testa translucens et alveolata.

Genug novum Phiheirospermo Bunge ex Fiseh. et Mey. et Pedicular: L. proximum,
ab illo foliis non pinnatis, calice inaequaliter dentfato, corollae labio postico manifesto
galeato, stigmate capitato, ab hoe folils serratis, corollae limbo non fere dilatato, labio
postico 2-lobato, lobis reflexis, capsula erectia differt.

Typus generis: Xizangia serrate Hong

The new genus obviously falls into the tribe Rhinantheoe with its helmet-shaped
upper lip of corolla, which is covered by the lower lip in flower bud. In the tribe the
genera Phihetrospermum and Pedicularis are certainly the closest relatives of the new
genus. The former differs from it in having pinnate leaves, 5 equal calyx lobes, the

upper lip of corolla only obscurely helmet-shaped and 2-lobed stigma; the latter is dis-
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the capitate stigma; 7.5fF seed. (E&RE)

tingnished from it in having pinnate or pinnately lobed leaves, dilatate eorolla limb,
the upper lip of corolla two-, or several-, toothed and often extended into a long rostrum,

and usually oblique capsules,
The present author (Hong, 1983)™ has shown that 14 of 24 genera of the tribe Rhi-
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nantheae oceur in eastern Asia. Now, with the discovery of the new genus, the number
has become 15, that is to say, eastern Asia possesses 60% of the total number of genera
in Rhinantheae, much more than any other region in the world does. And it was also
shown in that paper that seven (now eight) genera are endemic to this region. There-
fore I have now even stronger evidence to argue that eastern Asia is both the distribu-
tion centre and the diversity centre of the tribe Rhinantheae. Futhermore, the region
may well be the origin eentre of the tribe, for the very primitive genus Pseudobartsic
Hong (Hong, 1979)™ and some rather primitive genera such as Phiheirospermum and
the present new genus occur here in this region.
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Xizangia serrala Hong, sp. nov.

Caulus erectus, 15—25cm altus. Folia sessilia trinervia vel pentanmervia, ovata
vel ovato-lanceolata, 10--18 mm longa, 5—10 mm lata, serrata, glabra, apice obtusa vel
acuta, basi rotundata. Rhachis inflorescentiae sparse glandulosus; bracteae foliaceae
gessiles, glanduloso-ciliatae. Flores epedicellati vel brevissime pedicellati, pedicellis tan-
tum 1—2 mm longis. Calyx 11 mm longus, ad costam et margine dentium multicellu-
lari-glandulosus, antiels duobus dentibus 8 mm longis, postico quinte 5mm longo, lobis
omnibus triangularibus, 2.5--3.0mm latis; corolla 11.5 mm longa; Iimbus 1.2 mm lon-
gus, lobis labii antici 1 mm longis, 1 mm latis; pistillum corollam aequans, ovario dense
higpido, stylo sparse pubescente. Capsula leviter complanata, hispida, 7Tmm longa, 45
mm lata. Semina 1.0 mm diam.
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PR (Xizang): J @ (Bomi), HRRH/EE, SEAME, LMWK AM, BK
3100—3400m, 1983, 8, 17, Z=@4 (B. 8. Li), HEH (Z. C. Ni), B#HE (S Z.
Cheng) 6601 (Typus, PE).
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