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PRELIMINARY STUDIES ON THE BREEDING BEHAVIOUR OF
THE WHITE-BROWED LAUGHING THRUSH

Li Guiyuan

(Sichuan Agricultural College)

Studies on the breeding behaviour of White-browed Laughing Thrush (Gar-
rulax sannio oblefans) were carried out during March to June, 1856 in the
Chengdu region, Sichuan Province, Results obtained may be summarized below,

1. The breeding period of White-browed Laughing Thrush is from the
beginning of March to the end of July,

2. The nests are mostly made of dried grass, bamboo leaves, pine needles,
roots and flexible twigs, etc, They are placed on the stump of bamboo, eypress
and palm trees, at height of 1,36—6m, from the ground, The nest is bowl-
shaped, measuring about (11—20) 13.8x11.4 (7.5-—14) cm, from the outside,
(6—9.5) 8 x 8 (6—9)cm, [rom the inside, 9,8(8—12)cm, in height and 6 (4—
9,.2)cm, in depth,

3, A cluth consists of 4 eggs, An cgg is usually laid every day. The eggs
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average 5,32(4—86) gms, (n weight, (22.5—28.2) 26.2x%20.8 (19—30)mm, in
size, The color of the egg—shall is pale blue or pure white,

4, locubation of eggs is carried by hoth parents, The incubation period is
about 15—17 days,

5. After hatching, the young are fed in the nest for about 12 days, Both
male and female share in [eeding young, They make a total of 37, 66 and 61
visils to the nest on the 3rd, d4th and 9th days alter hatching respectively,

The young on the 3rd or 4th days after hatching begin to show signs of
development of the feathered tracts, They are capable of opening eyes on the 5th
day after hatching,

6. Only one adult (male or female) is found in the nest in the night during

the breeding period,




