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AN INVESTIGATION OF DISTRIBUTION, NUMBER AND FOOD
HABIT OF THE RHINOPITHECUS BIETI

Bai Shouchang Zow Shequan Lin Sha

(Kunming Institute of Zoology, Academia Sinice)

Tuo Ding Zhopg Tai Wang Xiachong

(Baima Xueshan Naturel Keserve of ¥Yunngn)

This paper is a briel report about our survey of distribution, numbar and
iood habit of the Yupnan snub-nosed monkey ¢ R.bieti) during 1985—1986.
The distribulion of the Yunnan snub-nesed monkey is cxtracrdinary narrow,
il locales belween 98° 617 —99°817 casl longitude and 26° 317 —30° 00" north
latitude and belongs to the Yun Ling mountain of the middle part of the transverse
montainuous range pgeographically, In regard to the administrative division it
oceupics § countics, The chin Wei-shi, Lan-ping, Gen-chuan and likiang of
Yunnun province and one county, Mangkong of Tibet,

The snub-nosed monkey groups live in primeval forests of the above nen—
tioned area and inhabit al an altilude of 3200-4200m, according {o the data of
our investigation, there arc eleven groups of snub-nosed monkey in this district
with individuals from 18—150 for each group, The total nwnber of individuals
alive al present is about 800—900., The density is 1.12—2.5 individuals/KM?2,

R.bieti is mainly fecding on tender and delicat green leaves with slightly
acidic tasle.

The sweet and slightly acidic {ruits or berrics and sceds rich in potentia
enetgy are favorite food for R.bieti during summer and autumn, Snub-nosed
monkey takc more than twenty species of plants as catable food,

They take food threc times each day and spent 7.3 hours for taking foad,

that occupics more than 70% of their daily activities.

Projects supporled by the science fund of the
Chinese Academy of Sciences,
Key words: Rhinopithecus bieti instantancous

quantity  distribution  food habit
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