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STUDIES ON THE SKELETON OF MONOPTERUS
ALBUS (ZUIEW)

Li Zhong-hui

(Hsinkstong Normal College Honan)

This paper gives & description of the skeleton of Monopterus albus (Zuiew),

The distinctive leatures of this fish have not dorsal, anal and pelvic fin,
Veriebratlae are numerous, 135~166 from fifteen specimens, the upper rib is
present but not lower rib, Fhe skull is elongated, There are a series of teeth
on the palatine and pterygoid, The hyomandibular, quadrate and the metap-
terygoid are well developed, but the mesopterygoid is lacking, The palatines
meet below the vomer, The parasphenoid unites with the frontal,

The basiphenoid, orbitosphenoid, opisthetic, supraorbital and the infraor—
bital are absent, exoccipital condyles widely separated,

There are two branchiostegal rays attached the middle of the ceratohyal
and fout branchiostegal rays are also seen between the ceratohyal and epihyal,

Only the membranes bones of the pectoral arch are formed by supraclei-
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thrum, cleithrum and the postcleithrum, the pectoral arch is attached to the

skull by a forked postemporal,
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