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PRELIMINARY STUDIES ON THE BREEDING
BEHAVIOR OF THE EASTERN
GREY WAGTAIL
ZHAQ ZHEN-IIE

{ Natural Reserve, Changbai Shan, Jilin Province )

The Fastern Grey Waglail ( Motacilla cinerea robusta) is one of the commonest Su-
mmer migraiory birds in the region of the river-side in Changbai Shan, Jilin Province.
They usually arrive the said mountain at the beginning of April to the middle of April,
and remain there until the end of September to the beginning of October The distribu-
tional heights of these birds in Changbai Shan are below 2206-—2300 melers,

The breeding period of the Eastern Grey Waglail is from about the beginning of
May to end of Tuly There are one or two breedings in a year Nest-building is shared
by both parenis, usually requiring about 6—8 days,

The nests are mosily made of grass-leaves, grass-siems, rooilets, coriex-fibre and
a few hairs, The nests are cups in shape measuring about 6.0—B.5%X6,0—5,0 cm from
the outside; 17,0—9.0%9,0—7,0 cm from inside and 4.0—5,0 cm in depth,

During the period of epg-laying, one egg is usually laid every day,  When 4—5 eggs
are there in the nest, they start to hatch The average size of the egg is 18X 14 mm,
and the average weight is 1,52¢g,

The incubation period consists of 12 days, After hatching, the young are fed by the
parents for about 14 days before leaving the nest The problems concerning the growth,

foods and some others of the young birds have been discussed in this pager,




