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Review on Acton’s ideas under political philosophy situation

YANG Xiaodong
(Department of Philosophy, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, China )

Abstract: Acton explained freedom from the perspective of human obligations, regarded Freedom as the Watcher of
Human Conscience. What’s more, he considered that the sacred duty of freedom was to prevent the emergence of an
improper dominant position. He also opposed that the government had absolute power, advocated the establishment of
representative government, implemented religious tolerance in order to protect individual freedom. When reflecting on
the French Revolution, he regarded the violent revolution as the biggest enemy of reform and the terror of violation of
the principle of freedom. Then he proposed that we should be alert to the injury of freedom in the name of equality, and
democracy of the people. Therefore, in the modern history of the development of European political philosophy, Acton
promoted the value of the freedom to unprecedented levels via having greatly promoted the development of liberalism
in 19th century.
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