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Abstract To solve the interaction problem of multimedia conference systems with heterogeneous architectures, a general integrative framework
which is based on application level multicast technology and agent mechanism is proposed. The agent mechanism helps the heterogeneous
multimedia conference systems form the collaboration groups and communicate with each other. A virtual network topology named overlay network
on top of Internet’s physical topology is built, then multicast trees upon the overlay are used to distribute data among the collaboration groups. The
framework also provides many kinds of collaboration services to integrate various multimedia conference systems.
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