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Abstract: Lea epidermis of 52 species and two vari eties representing seven sectionsof Begonia (Begoniacese) from China
were examined under light microscopy . The results showed that leaf epiderma characters of the genus reved ed a remark-
able consistency : the leef epidermal cells were usudly polygona and subpolygond bearing with straight or arched anticlind
wadls; and the stomatad gpparatus was mainly anisocytic type and presented in abaxia epidermis of al studied species .
However, the multiple leef epiderma characters, including the shgpe of epiderma cdls, the pattern of epiderma hairs,
the shape of stomata gpparaus, the type of crystals in epiderma cells and some distinct characters varies obviously with
gpecies, in particular among species dlies .

Key words: China; Begonia; Led epidemis; Taxonomic significance

( Begonia Linn .) ( ),
(Begoniaceae) 173
: 1 500 ( ) (S, 194; Doorenbos , 1998;
Ku , 2007)

(30270109) (2001C22Q)
: Author for correspondence; E-mail: ymshui @mail .kib. ac.cn
: 2008- 01-28, 2008- 05-15
(1983-)



666 30
, : 7 52 2
1
, (2002) ,
(Haron and Moore, 1996; , 2003) 7 2 2 : :
, Met- (KBG) ;
cafe and Chak (1957) (KUIN) (1)
, Strasburger and Fellerer ! FAA (50%
( Hoover, =90 59)
1986) (1999) ’ 1amx 0.5 cm
: , Jeffery’ s (10%
’ 10% 11 ) 12 24h,
, , 5%
: (2002) B. peltatifolia H . ’ ’
L . Li , Oympus (M) Nikon Codlpix 4500
, : 10
(2007) 30 ,

Dilcher (1974)
Wilkinson (1979)

Metcafe and Chak (1957)

1

Table 1 Vouchers of Begonia species examined

Taxa Locdity Vouchers
Sect . Codocentrum Irmsch .
B. auritigipula Y .M .Shui ¢ W . H . Chen KBG (R .M . Zhang) 2005-01
B. bonii Gagnep . Daxin, Guangxi (Y .M . Shui et al .) B2003-180
B. aystallinaY .M .Shui et W . H . Chen Mdipo, Yunnan (Y .M . Shui et al .) 21809
B.fangii Y .M . Shui et C. 1 Peng Longzhou, Guargxi (Y .M . Shui et al .) B2003-046
B. fimbribracteata Y .M . Shui et W . H . Chen Donglan, Guangxi (Y .M . Shui et al .) B2004-450
B. lanternaria Irmsch . Napo, Guangxi (Y .M . Shui et al .) B2004-090
B. luochengensisS .M .Ku, C.| Perg & Yan Liu Luocheng, Guangxi (Y .M . Shui et a .) B2003-134
B. maoniana Irmsch . Pingkiang, Guangxi (Y .M . Shui et al .) B2003-053
B. psudodryadis C . Y . Wu Maguan, Yunnan (Y .M . Shui et al .) 32098
VaBr" L;ZZLT;;@'E"\; gﬁ?:\?\,ﬁ?ﬁf Daxin, Guangxi (Y .M . Shui et al ) B2005-086
B. variifoliaY .M . Shui & W . H . Chen Donglan, Guangxi (Y .M . Shui et al.) B2004-202
Sect . Petermannia (Klotzsch) A . DC .
B. sindfloribunda L . J . Dorr Longzhou, Guargxi (Y .M . Shui et al .) B2003-008
Sect . Diplaclinium (Wight) A . DC .
B. cavalgid H .léV . Funing, Yunnan (Y .M . Shui et al.) B2005-161
B. guishanensisS . H .Huang et Y .M . Shui Shilin, Yunnan (Y .M . Shui et al.) 64280
B. gulingngenss S.H . Huang et Y .M . Shui Maguan, Yunnan (Y .M . Shui et al .) 30693
B.jingxiensisD .Fang & Y . G . We Daxin, Guangxi (Y .M . Shui et al .) B2005-098
B. peltatifolia H . L . Li KBG (R .M .Zhang) 2006-01
B. wangii Yu Funing, Yunnan (Y .M . Shui et al .) B2005-031
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1
Taxa Locdity Vouchers
Sect . Reachenheimia (Klotzsch) A .DC .
B. chingii Irmsch . Jngxi, Guangxi (Y .M . Shui et al.) B2005-139
B. lithophila C . Y .Wu KBG (R .M . Zhang) 2006-02
B. parwla H . lévl . et Vaniot KBG (R .M . Zharg) 2006-03
Sect . Platycentrum ( Klotzsch) A .DC .
B.algaialL . B .Sm . et Wassh . KBG (R .M . Zharg) 2006-04
B. augustind Hemd . KBG (R .M .Zhang) 2005-02
B. bavienss Gagnep . KBG (R .M . Zhag) 2005-03
B. cathayana Hemsl| . KBG (R .M . Zhang) 2005-04
B. auaurbitifoliaC . Y . Wu Maguan, Yunnan (Y .M . Shui et al ) 43717
B. dawdshanensisS . H . Huang ¢ Y . M . Shui KBG (R .M . Zhang) 2005-05
B. dryadis Irmsch . KBG (R .M . Zharg) 2005-06
B. edulisH . 1évl . Longzhou, Guargxi (Y .M . Shui et al .) B2003-009
B. hekouenss S . H . Huang Maguan, Yunnan (Y .M . Shui etal.) 43179
B. herrdeyana(Hook r .()no white spats) Yuanyang, Yunnan (Y .M . Shui et al .) 46101
B herrﬁeyana(Hook r .()vvhite spots) Yuanyang, Yunnan (Y .M . Shui et al .) 46101
B. laminariae Irmsch . KBG (R .M . Zharg) 2005-07
B. limprichtii Irmsch . KBG (R .M .Zhang) 2005-08
B. macrotoma Irmsch . KBG (R .M . Zharg) 2005-09
B. manhaoensis S.H . Huang et Y .M . Shui Gejiu, Yunnan (Y .M . Shui etal ) 43119
B. megalophyllaria C .Y . Wu KBG (R .M .Zhang) 2005-10
B. miranda Irmsch . KBG (R .M . Zhang) 2006-05
B. oreodoxa Chun et F .Chun exC .Y .Wu et T .C . Ku Hekou, Yunnan (Y .M. Shui et al .) 43545
B. palmata D . Don var. boaringiana J . Golding et C . Kareg . Luchun, Yunnan (Y .M. Shii et al .) 44369
B. pedatifida H . &M . KBG (R .M . Zhag) 2005-11
B. pdytricha C . Y .Wu Luchun, Yunnan (Y .M . Shui et al .) 70091
B. pslophylla Irmsch . Hekou, Yunnan (Y .M . Shui et al ) 44304
B. purpureofolia S . H . Huang et Y .M . Shui KBG (R .M . Zhag) 2005-12
B. reflexiguamosa C . Y . Wu Luchun, Yunnan (Y .M . Shui etal.) 44394
B. rex Putz . Wangmo, Guizhou (Y .M . Shui et al.) B2004-514
B. rubrgounctata S .H . Huang et Y .M . Shui KBG (R .M . Zhang) 2006-06
B. tetralobata Y . M . Shui Maguan, Yunnan (Y .M . Shui et al .) 16130
B. vadcdor Irmsch . Pingbian, Yunnan (R .M . Zhang) 2005-13
B. villifdia Irmsch . Hekou, Yunnan (R .M .Zhang) 2005-14
Sect . Sphenanthera (Hassk) Warb .
B. acdosdla Crab KBG (R .M . Zhang) 2006-07
B. cgatocarpa S.H .Huag et Y .M . Shui KBG (R .M . Zharg) 2005-15
Sect . Leprosa (T .C .Ku) Y .M . Shui
B. cylindrica D . R . Liang et X . X . Chen Longzhou, Guargxi (Y .M . Shui et al .) B2003-016
B. lgorosa Hance Du an, Guangxi (Y .M . Shui et al .) B2003-151
B. longicarpa K .Y . Guan et D . K . Tian Hekou, Yunnan (Y .M . Shui et al .) 43181

2.1
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( » 11 13, 15, 16, 19; B. auritistipula
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, (am : : :
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23, 24 . . 23. ;24 .
25, 26 . : 25. ; 26.
27, 28 . D27 . ; 28.
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31, 32. D 31. ; 32.
33, H#. : 33. HC
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X ( ), ( 4
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( 9 ) 47. , ( 10
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50 ( 29 ); 51 ( 30 )
52, 53 . : B2 . ( 31 ); 53.
( 32 ) 54, 55. ;54 (
33 ); 55. ( 34 ) 56. )
( 36 ) 57, 58. . 57.
( 37 ); 58. ( 38 ) 59, 60.
: 59 . ( 39 ); 60. ( 40
) ( : 43=10pm; 41=25um; 42, 44 60=50um)

Explanation of Plates

The led epidermal morphdogy of Begonia from China under LM (surface
view) . Ad = Adaxial epidermis, Ab = Abaxial epidermis .

Plate 1: 1-4 . The pattern of epidermd hairs: 1. B. daweshanenss,
showing uniseriate har; 2 . B. verscolor, showving complex hair; 3. B. -
masoniana, showing multiseriate har; 4 . B. hemsleyana ( o white
spas), showing glandular hair . 5- 10 . The leaf epidermal morphology :
5. B. ofindrica, showing the cornified cells o spiral marking; 6 . B. dr-

yadis, showing druse; 7 . B. auritigtipula, showing cyclocytic stomatal

apparaus; 8 . B. polytricha, showing staurocytic stomatal apparatus; 9 .
B. verscolor, showing staurocytic stomatal epparatus; 10. B. -
tetraldbata, showing somaal duster . 11, 12 . The leaf epidermal mor-
phdogy of B. bonii: 11 .Ad; 12 .Ab .13, 14 . The leaf epidermal mor-
phdogy d B.crydallina: 13 . Ad; 14 . Ab .15, 16 . The leaf epidermal
morphology of B. fimbribracteata: 15 . Ad; 16 . Ab .17, 18 . The leaf
epidermal morphology of B. masoniana: 17 . Ad; 18 . Ab .19, 20 . The
leaf epidermad morphology of B. cavaleid: 19 . Ad; 20 . Ab . (Scale
bar: 6 =10um; 4=25pum; 1-3, 5, 7-20=50um)

Plate : 21, 22 . The leaf epidermd morphdogy o B. pdtatifdia: 21 .
Ad; 22 .Ab .23, 24 . The leaf epiderma morphdogy o B. wangii: 23 .
Ad; 24 . Ab. 25, 26 . The led epidermal morphology of B. cucu-
rbitifolia: 25 . Ad; 26 . Ab . 27, 28 . The led epidermal morphology of
B. tetraldbata: 27 .Ad; 28 .Ab .29, 30 .The led epiderma morphology
d B. daweisharenss: 29 . Ad; 30. Ab. 31, 32 . The led epidermal
morphology of B. dryadis: 31 . Ad; 32 .Ab .33, 34 . The led epidermal
morphology o B. miranda: 33 . Ad; 34 .Ab . 35, 36 . The leaf epider-
ma morphdogy o B. reflexisqguamosa: 35 . Ad; 36 . Ab . 37, 38 . The
leaf epidermal morpholagy of B. purpureofolia: 37 . Ad; 38 . Ab . 39,
40 . The leaf epidermal morphdogy of B. villifolia: 39 . Ad; 40 . Ab .
(Scale bar: 29, 30=25um; 21-28, 31-40= 50u m)

Plate : 41 . B. hendeyana (no white soots), showing glandular hair
(based onfig .4) .42 . B. ¢ylindrica, showing the cornified cells o spir-
al marking (based onfig .5) .43 . B. dryadis, showing druse (based on
fig. 6) . 44 . B. auritigipula, showing cydocytic somatd apparatus
(based onfig . 7) .45 . B. polytricha, showing saurocytic somatd appa-
raus (based on fig . 8) .46 . B.versioolor, showing staurocytic stomatal
apparaus (based on fig .9) .47 . B. tetralobata, showing somaal dus-
ter (based on fig.10) .48 . B. crystallina, Ab (based onfig .14) .49 .
B. cavaleriei, Ab (based on fig .20) .50, 51 . B. dawashanenss: 50 .
Ad (based on fig. 29); 51 . Ab (based on fig . 30) . 52, 53 . B. dr-
yadis: 52 . Ad (based onfig .31) ; 53 . Ab (based on fig . 32) .54, 55.
B. miranda: 54 . Ad (based on fig .33); 55 . Ab (based on fig . 34) .
56 . B. reflexiguamosa, Ab (based on fig. 36) . 57, 58. B. p-
urpureofolia: 57 . Ad (based on fig .37); 58 . Ab (based on fig . 38) .
59, 60 . B. \llifolia: 59 . Ad (based on fig . 39); 60 . Ab (based on
fig.40) (Scale bar: 43=10ym; 41 =25um; 42, 44-60 = 50y m)
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2
Table 2 Leaf epidermal characters of Begonia spedes under light microscopy (LM)

Adaxial surface Abaxial surface
Taxon o . - :
Shape o Anticlinal Epidermd . Shape o Antidinal Epidermal . Stomatd
. Cddum axalate ) Cddum xd ae Stomatd
cell walls hairs cell walls hairs apparatus _
crysds crysals aged raio
Sect . Coelocentrum
() 0.9
B. auritigtipula Subpd Str to arc M P Subpad Str to arc M, G P Ami, Cyc '
() 13
B. bonii Pol Sir M, G P Pol Str C, M unseen Ami '
() 15
B. aystallina Pol Str M, G unseen Pol Str M, G unseen Ami '
) 1.6
B. fangii Pol Str unseen P Pol Str unseen P Ami '
) 1.4
B. fimbribracteata Pol Str M, G unseen Pol Str M, G unseen Ani '
¢ ) 1.7
B. lanta naria Subpd Str to arc G unseen Subpd Str to arc unseen unseen Ami '
) 1.5
B. luochengensis Subpd Str to arc M, G unseen Subpd Str to arc M P Ami '
() 13
B. masoniana Subpd Str to arc M, G P Subpad Str to arc M, G P Ami '
(), L
B. pseudodryadis Subpd Stir to arc unseen unseen Subpad Stir to arc unseen unseen Ami, stomatd clusers '
B. umbraculifolia ,( ) 1.5
Pol Str M, G unseen Pol Str U, M, G unseen Ami
var. flocculosa
() 15
B. variifolia Subpd Str to arc M, G unseen Subpad Str to arc M, G P Ami '
Sect . Peermannia
¢ ) 1.4
B. sindloribunda Subpd Str to arc unseen unseen Subpd Str to arc unseen unseen Ami '
Sect . Diploclinium
() 16
B. cavaleie Pol Str unseen unseen Subpad Str to arc unseen S Ami '
() 13
B. guishanenss Pol Str M unseen Subpd Sir to arc unseen S Ami '




Adaxial surface

Abaxial surface

Taxon
Shape o Anticlinal Epldt_armd Cal 6 um oxalate Shape o Antidinal Ep|dt_armal CalGum oxdl e Stomatd Stomatd
cell walls hairs cell walls hairs apparatus _
crysds crysals aged raio
() 15
. gulingingens's Subpd Str to arc U, ™M S Subpd Str to arc unseen S Ami '
() 16
. jingxiensis Subpd Str to arc unseen unseen Subpad Str to arc U unseen Ami '
(). »
. peltatifolia Subpd Str to arc unseen S Subpad Stir to arc unseen S Ami, stomatd clugers '
) 1.7
. wangii Pol Str unseen unseen Pol Str unseen unseen Ami '
Sect . Reichenheimia
() 13
. chingii Subpd Str to arc unseen S Subpad Str to arc unseen S Ami '
) 1.4
. lithophila Subpd Str to arc M P Subpad Stir to arc unseen P Ani '
() 13
. parwla Pol Str C, M P Subpd Str to arc unseen P Ami '
Sect . Platycentrum
) 1.4
. algaia Subpd Str to arc M S Subpad Str to arc M S Ami '
() 15
. auguding Subpd Str to arc M P Subpad Stir to arc M P Ami '
() 13
. baviensis Subpd Str to arc M P Subpd Str to arc M P Ami '
() 15
. cathayana Subpd Str to arc M P Subpd Str to arc M P Ami '
() 16
. auaurhitifolia Subpd Str to arc unseen S Subpad Stir to arc unseen S Ami '
() 15
. daweishanends Pol Str u P Pol Str unseen P Ami '
) 1.4
. dryadis Pol Str unseen unseen Pol Str unseen S, D Ani '
() 17
. edulis Pol Sir M unseen Pol Sir M unseen Ami '




Adaxial surface

Abaxial surface

Taxon
Shape o Anticlinal Epldt_armd Cal 6 um oxalate Shape o Antidinal Ep|dt_armal CalGum oxdl e Stomatd Stomatd
cell walls hairs cell walls hairs apparatus _
crysds crysals aged raio
¢ ) 1.7
B. hekouensis Pol Str U unseen Pol Str unseen unseen Ami '
B hemsleyan; ) 1.4
o Pol Str unseen S Pol Str G P Ami '
(no white spots)
B hemsleyan; ) 1.6
" Pol Str unseen S Pol Str G P Ami '
(white spots)
) 1.5
B. laminariae Pol Str M unseen Pol Str unseen unseen Ami '
() 11
B. limprichtii Pol Str M unseen Pol Str unseen unseen Ami '
() 15
B. macrotoma Subpd Stir to arc M unseen Subpad Stir to arc unseen unseen Ami '
() 19
B. manhaoenss Subpd Str to arc unseen unseen Subpd Str to arc unseen unseen Ami '
(). 13
B. megalophyllaria Pol Str unseen unseen Pol Str unseen unseen Ami, snge or sometd dusters '
) 1.4
B. miranda Pol Str M unseen Subpad Stir to arc M S Ami '
() 18
B. orendoxa Pol Str M unseen Pol Str unseen unseen Ami '
B. palmata () 1.4
var. bowringiana Pol Str M unseen Pol Str M unseen Ami '
() 16
B. pedatifida Pol Str M P Pol Str M P Ami '
() 15
B. pdytricha Subpd Str to arc M P Subpd Str to arc M P Ami, Sta '
() 15
B. pslophylla Pol Str unseen P Pol Str unseen P Ami '
) 1.4
B. purpureofolia Pol Str M P Pol Str M P Ami '




Adaxial surface Abaxial surface
faon Sh o Anticlinal iderma Sh o] Antidinal idermal S |
ape nicl o e.:rm Cddum axalate ape ntidin a .rm Cddum xd ae omat Stomatd
cell walls hairs cell walls hairs apparatus .
crysds crysals aged raio
() 15
B. reflexisqguamosa Pol Str M P Subpad Str to arc M P Ami '
() 10
B.rex Pol Sir U, M unseen Pol Sir unseen P Ani '
€ ) 1.4
B. rubrgounctata Subpd Stir to arc M unseen Subpad Stir to arc unseen unseen Ani '
(), L
B. tetralobata Pol Str unseen P Pol Str unseen unseen Ami, snge or somatd dusters '
€ ) 1.4
B. vadcdor Subpd Str to arc C, M P Subpad Str to arc M P Ami, Sta '
€ ) 1.4
B. villifolia Pol Str M P Pol Str M P Ami '
Sect . Yhenanthera
() 1.7
B. acgtosdla Subpd Str to arc unseen P Subpd Str to arc unseen P Ami '
() 15
B. cgatocarpa Pol Str U unseen Pol Str unseen unseen Ami '
Sect . Leprosa
(), L3
B. cylindrica Pol Str unseen unseen Pol Str unseen unseen Ani, snde or samad dugeas '
() 16
B. leprosa Pol Str unseen unseen Pol Str M, G S Ani '
(), L3
B. longicarpa Pol Str unseen unseen Pol Str U, G unseen Ani, srdge or ganad dugeas '
()= , ()=

Notes: Ami = amphianisocytic; Ani = anisogytic; C= Complex hair; Cyc = Cyclocytic; D = Druse; G = Gandular hair; M = Multiseriate hair; P= Prism; Pol = Pdygonal; S= Sand; Sta= Staurocytic; Str = Straight;
Str to arc = Straight to arched; Subpol = Subpolygond; U = Uniseriate har



