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ABSTRACT

A M: To evaluate the 18 kD a antigen in diagnosis of human alveolar echinococcosis M ETHODS A
total of 214 sera from patientsw ith alveolar echinococoosis (A E, 33), cystic echinococoosis (CE, 69),
cysticercosis (30) and healthy controls (82) were exanined by W estern blotting to detect the antibodies
against 18 kD a antigen using both antigens from protoscolecesof E. granulosus (Eg) and E. multilocularis
(Em). All the seraw ere tested smultaneously by EL ISA to detect the antibodies against hydatid cystic
fluid antigens of sheep as a comparison RESUL TS The positive rate by EL ISA was 93.9% in AE,
85.5% in CE, 50% in cysticercosisand 6. 1% in healthy controls, regpectively, suggesting a critical cross
reaction and a certain degree of nongecific reaction The serun positive ratesbyW estern blottingw ith the
18 kD a antigen of Eg and Em were 90. 9% and 90.9% inA E, 10.1% and 13% in CE, 13.3% and 16. 7%
in cysticercosis, regectively. No positivew as found in the sera from healthy controls CONCL USION:
The 18 kD a antigen may be used in the differential diagnosisof A E from CE
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