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Abstract: Rhizome belamcandae and Rizoma Iridis Tectorum ( Roof Iris) in Iridaceae exert effects of
heat-clearing and detoxifying, relieving sore-throat and reducing phlegm, and detumescence in the prac-
tice of the traditional Chinese materic medica( TCMM ). Many kinds of chemical compounds that are the
active ingredients for the pharmacological effects are found in the rhizomes of the plants. The relationship
between compound and pharmacological actions is the focuses in research and development of the TCMM.
In this review, we introduced the source, physical and chemical property of tectorigenin isoflavone, one
of the compounds in the rhizomes of the plants in Iridaceae, described its pharmacological actions, i. e.
anti-inflammatory, antitumor, free radical scavenging, antimicrobial, selective estrogen receptor modula-
tor and aldose reductase-regulating actions. We also summarized the methods of analysis of tectorigenin
(such as spectrometry and chromatography) , its metabolism and biopharmaceutical analysis.
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