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Algeo 1990

“ Youwon't give up, will you?” “ I"'mright
Harth |H “ I arell

aren't 1?”

(function and form) Brown (1981)

So you left him, didn't- you ?

John said that the meeting isto be held next Wednesday, isn’ t- John ?
English can be called aworld language, can't - it?

You say Margaret opened the door, don't- you?

—————— Peter says the weather was good.

______ No, it was bad, wasn't — it?
Algeo (1990)

Brown (1981)
Brown

1 (Informational tags)
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---- Which other guys?

Quality maxim

---- Well, | wear glasses for reading sometimes.
---- You haven’ t got the ages of these other guys, have- you ?

---- You don' t have to wear any sort of glasses or anything, do- you?

(Grice 1967) “

Quantity maxim

Manner maxim
PP (Leech 1983) 1
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Algeo

person addressed)

N

o Ol

“ Umm’

A: Of course.

(Pragmatic scales)

(Confirmatory tags)

“Of course”

The party’s next Friday, is it?
That's your new house, is it?

“ Yes, certanly”

Q: Yeah, I'd just finished my thesis, hadn't  1?
A: That'sright.
Q: Well, we dl understand the circumstances, why it has to be surreptitious, don't you?

“That’s right”

Leech (1983:123)

Relation maxim

(The



3 (Punctuational tags)

7 You lazybones, you' ve probably not done any housework, havel you? ' Course you havert't!
8 He'sshot afucking policeman. That little wimp, didn't know he had it in him, didl | ?

3
3
+ + + + + +
+/- +/- +/-
4 (Peremptory tags)

9 | wasn't born yesterday, was 1?

10 Q: Doyou know why | gave that money to Barry?
A: No, | wasn' t there, was |?

11 You'll have to wait and see, ~ won’ t you?

! "(Brown & Levinson,
1978) 4

5 (Aggressive tags)



12: Q: Is that your brother?
A:ltsmy dad, ~ innit?

13:  Q: I rang you up this morning, but you didn’t answer.
A: well, | was having abath, — wasn't |?

14: Q: What are we going to do with them? (Spoiled merchandise)
A: Were going to sdll them, — aren't we?

(Lakoff 1979 Fishman 1980)
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