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Abstract: MicroRNAs (miRNAs) are small non-coding RNA molecules that post-transcriptionally reg-
ulate gene expression by base-pairing to mRNAs. Hundreds of miRNAs have been identified in various
multicellular organisms and many miRNAs are evolutionarily conserved. Although the biological func-
tions of most miRNAs are unknown, miRNAs are predicted to regulate up to 30% of the genes of the
human genome. The functions and active mechanism of miRNAs were gradually revealed with the more
and more further studies. In this paper, the recent advances in miRNA biological functions and active
mechanism in animals were reviewed.
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=2 — M FE AR 2 1) miRNA 1R, FEE
miRNA FIIRAMSGY, AR FXAK LRI
FIECTE L ) FE A

1 miRNA AT FEFN{E AHLE

B ARY miRNA 5 ZE W KA N T
PR I T RITE A R B i s T, @
HENINT.. miRNA FEPH B S5 7E Z R0 11 (Pol 11)
AOVE T 5 s A IR e W), 3R D5 5%
YIEFK A pri-miRNA . 7E Drosha FJFE T 48 pri-
miRNA J] 5118k 25 70 bp B9 /NZE RS54 (9 pre-
miRNA ( precursor miRNA ) , [F] B 75 25 25 25 #4) 1Y)
RS2 5 B 8 R i A S 37 R i 4% 1 R 1Y) 98
. pre-miRNA 1E Ran-GTP Fl exportin-5 HVERT
g P M- . QMY RV T . Dicer Xf 25

PRI —3 5/ BEIR, — i 372 IR AY 45 F A e
PRGERTT, TE25T 2 A RTERE 25 kU1 2 5UA5 1

B2 ANE, e R miRNA BUBE L I 5 2 e
XA E #M5E miRNA B miRNA: miRNA = & R 4%
1, RIGIE G TEMEIERS (helicase) MIVEM
T, —&HEE AR A E S IRIE L RNA i S 0T
2 2 & 1K ( RNA-induced silencing complex,
RISC) "', miRNA $55 RISC %F mRNA #4541 %]
FEHEAH]

miRNA $§ 5 RISC T 14 5 K 26 3k v] 38 o ) A
BESEIG ML . mRNA D750 A0 BH R Bﬁﬁﬂm
il (R 32 B HH A S U . 2R miRNA 5§
ALEUE AN =5 Y AT BEHEAT U0 EI, I XA A R
SURIHS . fERZEMshYH, miRNA JE Y
RISC 5 H #% mRNA3’" UTR #F 17 JF A% 8 1 #h, %}
mRNA [BIRE = A M5 S, AR Z M
il o Iﬁﬁﬁkifﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ"ﬂﬁﬁj% miRNA
[, miRNA 0] DUE i 25 Bl siRNA /) RNA T
Pligir, X EEDR IR AT I A PR 4% . miRNA 8
115 Hbr mRNA RS 6 BC 6, A 5 5N X
mRNA VIFEIVEF, AT 35 2 X7 mRNA [ f# (%) 1
F . miRNA J&pGid e AAE FHLE i 177,

2 miRNA &

2.1 miRNA REHEFIER 5

—UE miRNAs A H G 1Y) 8+ F3E s+,
AEE miRNA A7 F 38 R4 B9 AS 8] R o7, WF9T &
M, NEMEZRAHE 40% (9 miRNAs 00 T4 &

NN Y ;
i Transcription \
[ by RNA Pol Il \

r
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Fig. 1 Biogenesis pathway and mechanism of miRNA

Fzr, XEENE R DA TR A gm0
AT TR AR gt 5L R B 5% s e, T H A 10%
f) miRNAs 7 TAMNEF 24 miRNA 5AHER )5k
A7 0] —3, IE 4 miRNA FrPERYFE 56X 5
B L — DR FE A SR 5 285 59 U1 1 B i
miRNA, 1M AL miRNA BeHZ MR, M H%
Az HES 1 B DR Db ) Rk
2.2 YRR

RS, miRNAs (935 [ 7E i1k b &
Replad, B2 IIR miRNAs H1, JL-F
JITAT £ miRNAs 1) 5 XA AR TR I 3 ) b o fée 2
) miRNAs "1, JL-F B3 A9 miRNAs 925 5 A7 78
FHEE S Y R, B, C.elegans T 2T 1/3 1Y
miRNAs 5 AZERPEN . HUR SR R4,
miRNA JE R AT LVRETE— NI, Al AE ik sk
miRNA Z [H] 4 & Ty g b 09 A & U R AE . 7E
C. elegans ¥, LAU ZE"" W FSE miR-35 F1 miR41
J2 LR R SR I — 4% RNA HifEE, gl
I}F,ﬁjz miR-35 Fl miR-41, )& /2 B 25 R 5 4 F

U, FHATHRF RS /Y lind 5 let-7 &
HTIEW%‘ PEFRL, BA mir-290 Al mir-295 H7E
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WEIG T AR a5, e LRI 2 27 g A

(EL L AE SN
3 miRNA HIEERF 3R

AR, 2T miRNA B9AF5EE 2 IR 51 miR-

NA, FBHHAERIMLE], FR 8% e Hoige, JEE,
Bl MR B ik R 2 ss, i m R
ik, FERVTERB ARG LR, —2L miRNA )6
TR 2N, £ 1 5IH —LLD)B86fH ) miRNAs,

F1 CHINEEM miRNA
Tab. 1 Functions of animal miRNA

. FUIE A=A SCHik
miRNA L .
target genes biological function references
Z& 1 (Nematodes) ) ) WEREN T EE
Lin4 Lin-14, Lin-28 Early developmental timing (23, 3]
Lot Lin41, hbl-1, PN Y A f14]
¢ daf-12, pha-4, ras Late developmental timing
I RER e R VA S DU N e
lsy-6 cog-1 . [18]
Left/right neuronal asymmetry
S A 22 R A B R
RT3 died 1FJ'F"“$%',L, a2 AR (18], [19]
Left/right neuronal asymmetry
S (Flies) hid VAT 120]
Bantam Programming cell death
. . VAR L T AR D A
- ?
miR-14 (Drice)? Programming cell death and fat metabolism [21]
IHFL3hY (Mammalians) Hand2 VAT O LA i 43 Fn b 7 [17]
miR-1 Cardiomyocyte differentiation and proliferation
i
. ARG
- ?
miR-181 ’ Hematopoietic lineage differentiation [13]
NEETS s
miR-206 GDF8 I [17], [16]
Muscle developmen
JEAAE  ( Cancer) (BCI2)? T B UK B A0 M [24]
miR-15/miR-16 ) Down-regulating in B-cell chronic lymphocyte leukemia
par Ba - EFE A
iRL7 ) B fifﬂiﬂflﬁ;iﬂ%%l_ [26]
Up-regulating in B-cell lymphoma
PEE IHESSP
let-7 Ras Hrl]f‘ EHHQEPTﬂ;EL . [29]
Down-regulating in lung cell carcinoma
JRRREYL (Viral infection) ) TR RENFEE [31]
EBV-miRNA ’ Down-regulating the expression of virus
JE T PrlR LR FiA
iRl ) 7:'1)1] TJ:JLEJ:[—I'%%I_ . 133]
Down-regulating the expression of T-antigen
i FR LR
miR-N367 ? T net JEPAR [34]

Down-regulating the expression of nef

T 77 AR DR E

Note: “?” Target gene is not sure.

3.1 miRNA 5/MELH

miRNA JERIGIE R & B A/ bR 2 Gl
%% Dicer FU/NER, FRIE L EEAAEAE miRNA X 3 [
FEARMTEER, SCO L E SE B Dicer A9/ R
E7.5d WM BFET, 1993 4F, LEE BHF5
INHFELR B R BT 5 —4 miRNA-lin4 "™ | FliJ5
Reinhart 25" XUR LT let-7, HAEH HAR mRNA

A3 B0 lin4 | lin-8 1 lin41, hbl-1, TflET 5
Fb5s miRNA3'UTR A9RGB T AN, ] mRNA 1
A, AT DA IRF [R5 [R] 1 A 2 L S 7 A
AT Dicer-Bk 14 MR F 4116 TG 72 7 P38 2 1k
IMRANREIE R A 3 A IRJZ MR A2 SURS S 4
Dicer () 4l f% &[5 2 17 5¢ 48 4 A BF 52, % 3R
miRNA 25 45 45 5 AR 28 3 G0 A0 1 4 T8 B T
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OREREZ WIS, OME KRGS IE
FALEFE G TE R E R AT R I O R
WL £ B, miR-1 KA HE miR-1-1 F1 miR-1-2,
O, BN RER RS . JF Hif &K miR-1-1
Al miR-12 7EAA T A B DI &R L, miR-1
AEALHR A Hand2 JEX ) mRNA, 1M Hand2 JE£ K J&
TR BB —Fh A8 I 15 T, miRNA 3 B 5G]
Hand2 25 H il , DU AFIER & &), miR-
1 Fl miR-133a 4bF[F—AS 800 = ¥, HILEfR
AHHFER SR, OV, R Ras
3 SRF J##%, M-8 8 VLA ML 52 MyoD 1 Mef2
AT . miR-206 & miR-1 A2 (H H 7E B 8%
Wlp Rk, I HAZ MyoD 1E#¥E . AFSTUESE miR-1
1 miR-206 [FIFEQE 585 ULAE ML 531k . T miR-
133a WIVEFIARE, PIHIULANI 1k, £ 2F s L4
Moy 4 ALEX CLOP %5-"°' flF9% Texel 45 M} %
miR-1 A1 miR-206 5| myostatin ¥ & 75 5% 5% 5 [
T & UL A K ;. CHEN 287" 3ESZ, miR-1 38
IAEH T HDAC4 1 i 14 1AL 40 MG 43 4k A B Y
L4, 4D 3%, miR-133a T3 140 il
SRF Tfifie 2E iUt 38 , i 53k
3.2 miRNA 5H&4ifan sk

AR, KT A R miRNA i
5, RIN Lsy-6 1 mir-273 7EH[ 2840 i 4 234k
HH T R EH . X C. elegans W58 & PLIX W
Pl miRNA £7 7 — A~ B BESE R P, o Jitl 4 ol 22
ASE MR3E 240 il ( ASEL) F145 1 ASE MR 5 5%
R4 (ASER) WYERZM &L RIE, FEX MW
Tl 28 S0 REAG I RS TR A 4 e, 3 ) 4 W 25 3 40
XTIV, ASEL ik sz 3 A gey-7, ASER
FIREAZIEA gey-5, X PIFPEER 73 Hh e S R+
cog-1, die-1 #F5, miRNAlsy-6 7E ASEL £ k5
cog-1lmRNA 3'3f UTR B AMEIH T 7 5% 1+ COG-1
K, ARl GCY-7 78 ASEL &3k, 1 mir-273
Hlsy-6 fE A MM, 76 ASER 1 mir-273 5
die-1 ) mRNA %54, #6IH#, DIE-1 2&—4
PEFREE A TG S R 7, T 1sy-6 55, BT mir-
273 R FIKMNH] 1sy-6 55 5%, Al GCY-5 7R
ASER A HIWIEIEE 2 KW, lsy-6
mir-273 BERZIN 22 A7 PP 28 2 5 P - — o 2 sz
AR, X RRE T WA RS U Re R e
XIFRTE

3.3 miRNA 54008 T Fnsg g

TEXT BB B 1) 40 B R P P AR T RN 4 B
FEHRNZE AR T A Hp, &I T bantamlocus JE X il
miR-14 JEH, XA R TR fS, & BH 5
4% miRNA-bantam 1 miR-14, bantam #f i ik
FEAALUS AR, W T EE A R A T
FR, A0SRBK bantam AR RERETE, R
bantam F%)#3E R JIC B8 J2 I8 478 4 I 08 T2 ad AR 1 A O
BN, FHESET hid FEREHAERHENZ —,
TR 25 P E 2R UESE T bantam FRf AT 3 i
hid RIS AL, #E— L IR hid 40008 1
XU %Y i FSY miR-14 8 Y SR
K miRNA-14 Sede ek T Reaper A 114 210 Jit 1
To R, IR RS REAETE , (E6 ) g i
B, AAEI 46 %0 . miRNA-14 W% 7 (9 ¥0 AT 2 40
PAT RO T2E K& Hifi Drice, Drice 5% miR-14 11
PP, miR-14 BB EHED T drice mRNA #15%,
BELIE PR A Bl 0 5 B, H B 0 2 R S P A T
WA W EAE I miRNAs & miR-2 Fl miR-13,
AT TERBEVR T L P T-FE [ reaper, grim Fl sickle &
ik, RIS B HRIESE miR-2 3 i 54 T3
P 3'UTRs BAMSS & il ek ™ i L,
WA miR-2 3% miR-13 FEFE MBS SR AT
B>,
3.4  miRNA 78R s

58 R W miRNA 2 5 20 i 34 58 R4 JsE T
YA P A B AE SE PR Sk s v i VR R T 40
BB KR T A SR S SR R e R RE B & A
PRI miRNA 955 Bk | AR S R IR &
HABIRA A A RS miRNA A SSIEEAE 22 (8]
MR R YIS, (BAFRERY], miRNA 5
FEELIRE ) R . KRB AITIUG A 2%, Croce Y
INEATERFFEAE PR IR T A B 1 S ( chronic lympho-
eytic leukemias, CLL) & BIFEYL 1K 13q14 X
WA P miRNA F: K (mirl5 Al mirl6) , 5 CLL
M RIH I, FE M 245 R £ B miR-15a 1 miR-
16-1 B T A ZEGL A 4K 13q14 H12 30 kb 1Y
IR X JE 3% 2 AP miRNAs 3 K 7E 2 68% fY
P U ECL 4 LA P S 461 TP R A Bk B R AR R
P4, miRNAs B2 09 BARALE R W R, (HA )R
B miR-15a A miR-16-1 ] i 23 = 410 i 0 35 I
PUOAT AR BCL2 MITERT, s shaieddr:, M
i ¥ FL g il 7 FE 2 0 S A A R R
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miR-15a Fl miR-16-1 A] e R L N 1ER . £
TE A S 9 s v R S 118 I P A 2L 2 e
HA R REN XAEG @M, CIAFRE %57 F H i
JBERY A3 HT I BRI T 245 Bl miRNAs #9% {k 3
KK, S rE T — A i B 1 T P i 4 2
Jibggg v L3R IR 1 & AR 2B B9 miRNAs, Horft miR-
21 FEWE B R b 9 2638 MR B 98, T miR-
NA-128, miR-181a, miR-181b LA &% miR-181C %
KT, 5 miR-21 —F#F, miR-17 K& 7 —Fh
FERRA AU & BLHZK LAY miRNAs, HE %2
WF5E % B miR-17 SEIGEAE B 400 b B IR RE AR K 40 it
AP EERIL, C-Myc W miR-17 K%, 15
ZANMRARI 35S C-Mye A9335 T LA miR-
17 (97K, C-Mye 3 33 454 76 Z % miR-17 fil 5
PRI A B0 BT A % 5%k BR T miR-15, miR-
16, miR-21 & miR-17 B IE L 5 Mg A OCHh,
P AM A HGEE L E Burkite'S Ik T ThoRs I 3 =5
F35 19 miRNA-55/BIC BifA™?" . MICHAEL 4%
I X4 B R S OE R R L E R B miR-143
J miR-145 7E45 L B i th RF 23Rk, Bl XF
miRNAs 12 68 DA S H 598 0 ¢ R WF 58 TR A,
¥ox kW 2 5 95 5 A OC ) miRNA, 5 i,
JOHNSON* 267 Nl F o8 sk f v 2 B0, 76
EE BT ZE T let-7 microRNA B JFE £, M7E
g an e ek AR, s LT ARRE, i
JEV IR A0 43 S48 i 22 FE DRI, 17T let-7 microR-
NA T i I8 94 ok 486 35 R of s o) 400 i o3 4 ¢ 0k, 3
AR AR5 B0 let-7 7098 20 0 v 3t i 5k
AN AT ST NS, X B — 2 UE P let-7 fig
s 0 ot i s 4 2
3.5 miRNA 7E5 BB s h 1 BFY
TE—LE 0 2L 3 9% B P & ZUE XA TE miR-
NAs, fEEZHERE R, i EB " |
TS A M B R B (KSHV) ™ | MR
F(SV40) PR ARG E R (HIV) Y &
SRR ZHGX L miRNAs I TREIA ANIERE, (HIEFR)
2GS T A R B N LR Rk
MR E] [ B B i i b A A7 BRI H B,
w, SV40 Zifh miRNA 7RG iR 82 5 3%
HHI mRNA JP5 (4% T YilR) 564 H A,
FEARLE mRNA VE 24 H0 bR, MIMTFEE T PR
BT, IIIA A SV40 R A9 miRNA AJ L £
JREERL TR, HFRAR T XTI M EE T 400 i il

JEME, O H A A R ST BRI R W 4N
miRNA RBP4 7 Hl, PFV-1 2 —Fh 5 A
GEEBR BRI B HIV LA 6 5 SR B, Lecellier
A0S B YR AIE S W L 3 ) 40 M A miR-32 0k 1 R
WK TE PFV-1 SR EE N & 42, SR, PFV-1 Zifid
(3R 1 -Tas HIHE T-H8 RNA A5 09 5L B30 ER AL )
DA PEV-1 &4, ML AI L, miRNA 78 A 2855
BEIRYL 7 T (1 FH 32 45 Fh R 252

4 miRNA EFE LT miRNA $iREFELE

4.1 miRNA B %5E

I miRNA F PR 20 3 43 25 5 48 200 ik 7Y
/NG3F RNA RIS, DT cDNA SCHE AL #E9: A
S miRNA 5 R %85 (25 —Fp o g . BDMUEL RNA
HE £ K ZY 22 nt 9/ RNA 40 F, il & —A/)
RNA 11 cDNA 3CHE, #3CEH /N RNA J751 5 5
20005 13 o BLAST FbXt, HEBRAE miRNA F# 51
J&i, 3#3d Northern 55 fe &l >~ {HXF
FARERAML, HEBA LU By Bk i 5% 1
miRNA fR X 4 3 SO A9 7 A5 211 1) miRNA B
AN A 4 35 DAL G 0 e 5 1R AR 45 B 24 1
R, AWE B2 0T B miRNA K 450 198
WG, AR B2 T A & T 3 R AL
T AT DA S B v B v A TR B miR-
NA TC ARG 45 R 0 B fe . G SR M S 2 A 4i H A
ELHTAY miRNA 3 K 51 545 0 A TR0 R AE R A
FIF X Sef5 i R PR S ek AR, XA A
HER AT R, v AR — A SELAY miRNA
HEFIES, RIGX LRI miRNA P83
£, UE1T Northern E[J 3l 4 i £ BL 5L AY miRNA 3
P, H T BT ik R B R AE 74% 2247, LAL
S8 YRR L miRNA o, #KHE miRNA B9 3 4
S (HA 1L ATIE R L RE5H 1) 70 ~ 100nt 7
A St miRNA (1) )7 51 78 3 2 90 0] 5 B AR < 5
miRNA bt Bt A s k), #ar e — 4w
A “miRseeker” FITFEMLERIY, SR )5 XS0 1Y
SIEHAITHER, IR T 75% (18/24)
B C AR miRNA, TN 48 A& 40 09 7] g
miRNA £ | I HHA 32 A2l i 245 5k,
4.2 miRNA FOFRIEH % 5E

WF5E miRNA DIREM AR e, S DN Y 25 58
FERFEE XA RAMERI RS, ST, miRNA
EHIEE] mRNA DUARS 5 09 B8 3% B AT 285 & T
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3 AR BIF X ; miRNA M J& K4 22nt /N1
1 /> mRNA AJ DIAT Z A A miRNA A9 #0785, 1
A~ miRNA FEPFE S —SE B v 5 24455 61 8
DAL b i 3 o A7) R ok 65 2 sh 014k 9 9 miR-
NA 45 &7 5 2 A Y I HMERY . 2003 4E, BOUTLA
RGBT RN TR E T R B
IR miR-13 AL, MRS 2 AR 2 1Y AT e Y
AR EEIAY 3" UTR FIZOC R ML R e, 7
¥ miR-13 FEH TR EAILH, oL R £
ARG, L — RILEUET, CG10222
BIZ miR-13 MYHE AL, i Bh2E AR 4l miRNA
SHAR A B AR E SR T g B, R I S R X
miRNA B B 1E , AR 3 A 3 2R 2
miRNA FIIARZ B A B AN, JEHOZSE 2-8 %
HERAKE B BCXT; RNA FI RNA 454 T8 w44
SO REEREA =N N N SR VAR o i Aol =X S R
ENRIGHT #34 i R B #E 57 T —Fp oy vk, #oh
miranda, B ZCH] W miRNA 1 0] B8 #AR [8] A4 5 4&p
M, SRIG IS miRNA FEE BRI AN 1 A
fig, FAHAESEL R AR RSP R 5 1 T |
BEAh, Enright 845 1% 77 58 TN I I PR 9 4 12 %
KMEAT 35%

5 B

=]

A M &I lin4 F let-7 LIS, miRNA O 28
NI Z YA W 55 S J T (e, BR#
REL KNP gms L EHFh miRNAs, {HJEHJE
TSR B, X 4 R 2 8 D Re AN
B, SRIMECE A BRAYE I RERNE 1) miRNA AT
PAUEH] miRNA 2 5 & & FER A Y220 72 miR-
NAs fEA BRI BE L A9 AR &30, 2R,
miRNAs 7E = 2% (4 FLA% A= W) 1A P % 35 R %) 9] 452 4
HIATRE NG sk I+ —FE 2, miRNAs Xf B 3k
IR, REACRTEAL R 2 IR 1) 55 R 338 IR 45
IR, ARSI RIE, g Bk
2 miRNAs 38 i A Yyt Ft BAUE B 2% 07
P ok, BEHLAYIR T E T, miRNA 1
UIIRE A 27 B4 AR R R A 47 R
FHEREIALE]? FRATRETSTE miRNA Xif 3 R 3K 1
BB ET, MEWRIRITHIASN 27 X
SEERA T RRA TR T O s, AW R R R
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