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Action Research in the ESL Context: Observationsand Reflections

on a Spoken English Classin Hong Kong

Jie Li Chinese University of Hong Kong

Abstract: The present paper reports on an action research in a spoken English class of aHong Kong
secondary school in the ESL context. Through class observation, interviews and text aswell as document analysis,
improving students’ note-taking skills was identified as the problem to be solved in priority. An action plan on the
explicit note-taking skills was developed and programmed. The results indicate that students have developed an
awareness of note-taking skills and their note-taking skills have also been improved. Critical reflections were
developed from three respects, namely, teaching practice, research methodology and collaboration. It is
recommended that teachers should integrate listening, speaking, reading and writing into a coherent whole in daily
teaching while at the same time approaching teaching as a reflective practitioner.
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