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(2) not to know aman from Adam

(2) till doomsday

“ doomsday” “ aday of final judgement”

“ ”

212
Timeismoney money istime.

“ Spare time is the gold dust of life’

of time” “ Time'sup”
213
(1) Youth looks forward and age backward.

“
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He that gains time gains al things” *“

Friends are thieves



“ forward” " * look forward’ “ " !
“ backward” “ " "
back, date back to sometimes, lie behind, lie ahead,”
(2) Thereisagood day coming.
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agood day”

“ years

“ He laughs best who laughs last” “ Better the last

smile than the first laughter” “ Heloses indeed that loses at last” “ The end crowns al”
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Idioms Reflecting View of Time

Qinghua Li Yanbian University

Abstract: Socia linguists and scholars find that people of different cultures have different views of time.
Idioms are culturally-loaded, so they reflect the view of time. The analysis of some Chinese and English idioms
shows that Chinese view of time is cyclic and past-oriented, while the western view of time is linear and
future-oriented. The root of these differences is the different world outlook and thought pattern.

Key words: idiom; linear view of time; cyclic view of time; orientation toward the future orientation toward
the past
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